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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


IN AN ARTICLE on Modular Co-ordination in the Construc- 
tion of School Buildings Mr. Dex Harrison summarises his 
views and findings on the school project at Wokingham, described 
in Ministry of Education Bulletin No. 8. p. 571 


THE FIRST comprehensive L.C.C. Health Centre to be com- 
pleted is described and illustrated on p. 576 


TWO QUESTIONS on the activities of the London Builders’ 
Conference were asked in Parliament on Tuesday. p. 588 


PROPOSALS for the redevelopment of Cheapside were approved 
by the Court of Common Council of the City of London on 
October 16. Brief details of these are given on p. 589 


THE Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers has 
now agreed, on an experimental basis, an arrangement for 
claims under Clause 25a of the R.J.B.A. Standard Form of 
Contract for wages to be calculated on a percentage basis. An 
account of these arrangements is published on p. 590 


THE MINISTRY OF MATERIALS has authorised the 
importation of another 500,000 standards of softwoods for 
delivery next year, making the total of imports for 1953 not 
less than a million standards. p. 592 


ADDITIONAL licences for factory building are to be made 
available. p. 593 


AN INTERIM warrant for the first section of the Royal Mile 
redevelopment has been granted by the Edinburgh Dean of 
Guild Court. p. 596 





ARCHITECTURAL COPYRIGHT 


THE Report of the Copyright Committee appointed by 
the President of the Board of Trade in April, 1951, has 
now been presented to Parliament.* The Committee’s terms 
of reference were wide and the Report covers the whole field 
of the law relating to copyright. ‘There is, however, one 
recommendation which is of interest to architects. 

If a building damaged by enemy action or by fire is rein- 
stated, and the original architect is not employed for that 
purpose, it may be that infringement of copyright could arise 
if it was held that this would be “‘ reproduction” under the 
Copyright Act, 1911. If the owner of the damaged building 
was in possession of the drawings of the building (as he ought 
to be) and it was held by the Court that there was no implied 
licence to use the drawings for the purpose of reinstatement, 
a second architect and the owner of the building might be 
liable to the first architect for infringement of his copyright, 
depending on the Court’s interpretation in such circumstances 
of the word “ reproduction.” ‘The same situation might arise 
if the reinstatement was carried out without reference to the 
drawings, provided the building had “artistic character 
or design” within the meaning of the Act. 

The Committee’s recommendation on this point is that 
it is common practice for architects to retain the copyright 
in their plans, but it is considered that this right should not 
entitle them to prevent the reconstruction of the- building in 
the circumstances indicated. 

The Architects’ Registration Council evidently had the 
general situation in mind as regards copyright when they 
framed their Code of Professional Conduct. Whilst that 
Code provides that an architect must not copy the design of 
another architect without the latter’s consent, such consent 
shall not be unreasonably withheld nor shall excessive terms 
of compensation be demanded. ‘This provision of the Code 
related to an extension of a building where the original 
architect is not employed and the proper execution of 
the work requires that the original design shall be continued. 
Such considerations would seem to apply in respect of the 
reinstatement of a damaged building, but with greater force, 
and, bearing in mind the Copyright Committee’s recommen- 
dation, it may be that the Registration Council will consider 
an extension of their Code. 

In the case of Meikle v. Heal and Son, Ltd., where heavy 
damages were claimed for infringement of copyright, the 
plaintiff recovered only £150. The Judge took the view that 
an architect’s profits accruing from employment as architect 
in the infringing building are neither in the general case 
nor in that particular case the measure of damages recoverable 
for breach of copyright in the design and plans vested in him. 

The reinstatement of war damaged buildings is not yet 
completed and an architect would no doubt carefully consider 
the ethical position before asserting what may be his strict 
legal rights. 


THE “V. AND A.” CENTENARY 


HE Victoria and Albert Museum commemorated its 
Centenary with an Exhibition of Victorian and 
Edwardian Decorative Arts, opened by Miss Florence 
Horsbrugh, Minister of Education, on October 23. The 
origin of the “‘ V. and A.” is to be found in the Museum of 
Ornamental Art, which was set up in Marlborough House in 
1852, at the command of Prince Albert, with objects pur- 
chased at the Great Exhibition of the year before. In 1857 
the Museum was moved to the present site and the name 
changed to South Kensington Museum, to be changed again 
in 1899 to the “ V. and A.” To-day it contains an unrivalled 
collection of the finest examples of artistic craftsmanship. 
Whether the present generation of architectural and art 
students have the same degree of respect and affection for the 





* Stationery Office, 4s. 6d, net. 
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Museum as had those of earlier generations is perhaps open 
to doubt. Do the students of to-day seize every opportunity 
for a visit to ‘‘ South Ken.” to absorb the beauties of the past 
in architecture and sculpture, woodwork, metalwork and 
furniture as their elders did ? Perhaps not. But, as the atten- 
dance figures show, that does not mean that the Museum has 
lost any of its popularity with the public ; visitors from 1909 
to the end of 1951 totalled 32 millions, an average of 753,000 
a year. In six of these years the annual figure was over a 
million owing to special exhibitions and other influences. 

Architecturally the Museum buildings are something of a 
maze owing to their gradual growth and lack of a unified 
plan, but they afford in their interiors almost a conspectus 
of the arts and crafts of the second half of the nineteenth 
century—Sykes, Poynter, Morris, Leighton, Burne-Jones and 
others being integrally represented. Perhaps the best 
parts of the complex are those in the Lombardic Renaissance 
style, designed in 1866 by those remarkable soldiers, Captain 
Francis Fowke, R.E., and Major-General H. G. D. Scott, R.E., 
who also designed the Albert Hall. 

The forthcoming exhibition in these walls is particularly 
appropriate to the Centenary, for it attempts for the first time 
to assemble the surviving work of the leading Victorian and 
Edwardian designers in furniture, church plate and vest- 
ments, jewellery, fabrics, wallpapers, embroidery, pottery, 
glass, etc. 

The fact that the Edwardian period is now officially regarded 
as history must make many of us begin to feel old, but that 
will not lessen our pleasure in recalling through this exhibition 
the opulent art of our youth. We offer our cordial con- 
gratulations to the Museum on the achievement of its Cen- 
tenary and our good wishes for continuing and increasing 
success in the years to come. 


COVENTRY AND THE ARTS 


THE decision of Coventry Cathedral reconstruction com- 

mittee, on the recommendation of Mr. Basil Spence, to 
commission the Royal College of Art to design and execute 
the ten stained glass windows of the nave of the new cathedral 
will be widely approved. By working in a group, the 
associated artists, designers and craftsmen will have the 
opportunity not only to carry out the work as a unified whole 
but to build up a school of stained glass comparable, as 
committee and architect believe, with those which existed 
at Chartres and York. Mr. Robin Darwin, principal of the 
college, who is to be responsible for the selection of designers, 
and for the supervision, has entrusted the work to Mr. 
Lawrence Lee, head of the department of stained glass, 
with whom are associated Mr. Geoffrey Clarke and Mr. 
Keith New, former students of the college. 

This arrangement applies to the nave windows only, ten 
in number, and each 70 ft. high, of which the theme—to be 
expressed in a contemporary and semi-abstract idiom—is 
man’s journey through life. There will be other oppor- 
tunities for individual designers in the modern stained glass 
proposed for the chapel of unity and the baptistry. 

A further opportunity for group working will arise in the 
execution of the great tapestry behind the high altar, designed 
by Mr. Graham Sutherland. The influence of Mr. Spence’s 
cathedral seems likely to spread throughout the arts and 
crafts, to their lasting benefit. 


BUILDING TRADE BENEVOLENCE 


ig is a criterion of an established industry no less than of 

a civilised nation that it makes proper provision for the old. 
In this matter the conscience of the building industry, par- 
ticularly that of the operative sections, is reasonably awake ; 
most branches—including the builders, the clerks of works 
and the foremen—have their benevolent fund and their annual 
dinner for raising moneys with which to assist deserving men 
(and sometimes their dependants) who are in need. The 
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existence of State assistance for the old in no way diminishes 
the value of such benevolency. 

Is the net of generosity spread sufficiently wide? Mr. 
W. H. Gough-Cooper thinks not. In his speech last week as 
president of the Builders’ Clerks Benevolent Institution he 
expressed the view that there must be many highly deserving 
cases which are not brought to attention, and that if everyone 
in the building trades who knows of cases of hardship were 
to make them known, the present tiny lists of pensioners 
maintained by the benevolent institutions would be con- 
siderably augmented. Mr. Gough-Cooper believes that the 
need may largely exist among former employees of firms which, 
being small, have few resources with which to assist those of 
their men whose paths have fallen on stony ground. 

To quote only two institutions, the Builders’ Clerks 
maintain 23 pensioners and the Builders’ Benevolent, 33. 
Are these the absolute limits of need? If not, the industry’s 
charities might well consider means of publicising the scope 
of the assistance they are empowered to give, and further 
how additional funds as would be required could be raised. 
We cannot believe that such funds would not be forthcoming, 
once the industry were convinced of the need. The latter 
must, however, be demonstrated first. 





“HIGH PADDINGTON”: Shown above is a design for a 
“town”? for 8,000 people, which Mr. S. Kadleigh, A.R.I.B.A., 
assisted by Mr. Patrick Horsbrugh, A.R.I.B.A., proposes should 
be built over the goods yard at Paddington Railway Station. 
Carried on columns which would permit rail traffic below, the 
300 ft. high buildings would spring from a podium and would flank 
a central court nearly 600 ft. across at its widest point. The 
buildings would be crowned with two primary schools, hotel, 
hospital and a church. The authors claim that 8,000 people 
could be housed near their work without encroaching upon more 
productive land or increasing the size of London. The scheme is 
fully described in an illustrated report published for ‘‘ The Architect 
and Building News,” by Iliffe and Sons, Ltd. (Price 7s. 6d.). 
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Modular Co-ordination in the Construction of School Buildings 


THE WOKINGHAM PROJECT. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The school at Wokingham, described in Ministry of 
Education Bulletin No. 8, was begun on the drawing board early in 1950. Building 


began in Fune, 1951, and ts due for completion in March next. 


At the invitation 


of the Architects’ Branch, M.O.E., the work has been kept under survey during 
construction by experts outside the Ministry, and Mr. Dex Harrison, who has 
acted on our behalf, now summarises his views and findings. 


Se make a large-scale contribution to 

quicker building _ prefabrication 
demands a comprehensive range of com- 
ponents which can be fitted together. 
For this to be done the components must 
be co-ordinated dimensionally. 


In thus introducing their Building 
Bulletin No. 8, the Ministry of Education 
put themselves right in the forefront of 
current technical thought. For some 
vears now the conception of modular co- 
ordination has dominated theoretical re- 
search in the building field. It is the one 
avenue which shows any hope of a way 
sut of the backward morass in which 
building wallows. 


A BUILDING MILESTONE 


The Ministry’s problem is to get 
enough school places built with all too 
slender resources in materials, money and 
labour and, in concentrating on their own 
specific tasks, they have been driven early 
to a conclusion to which other builders 
will inevitably be driven sooner or later. 
Bulletin No. 8 is something of a milestone 
in building history in that it gives powerful 
practical support to theories that have 
heretofore been voices crying in the 
wilderness and it deserves, on that account, 
a careful and appreciative study. 


The actual project that has emerged, 
the first of a series of building systems 
worked out jointly by the Ministry staff 
and industrialists, may not be as perfect 
as could be wished. Indeed, it shows 
evidence of being based upon an earlier 
model which was not without its faults, 
but the restrictions and limitations of the 
system under review are not necessarily 
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inherent in the method of modular 
co-ordination. 

Looking first at the plan it must be 
clear to everyone, as it is clear to the 
Ministry, that the modular unit of 
3 ft. 4 in. they have adopted is sufficiently 
flexible for all their needs. It is the habit 
to be somewhat deprecatory in reference 
to the precise dimension one adopts in 
approaching prefabrication, and __ this 
Bulletin, in the true tradition, introduces 
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3'4” MINUS OME THICKNESS 


Analysed by DEX HARRISON, Dipl.Arch., ARIBA, AMTPI 


this module with becoming modesty and 
with the implied suggestion that, perhaps, 
others may choose something entirely 
different. But, of course, the Ministry, 
large as their programme is, are yet not 
working in a complete vacuum and they 
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would find themselves embarrassed if some 
other section of the industry plumped for 
a dimension of 3 ft. I, myself, have always 
been a protagonist of the 3 ft. 4 in. module ; 
no other dimension in my view has the 
same practical merits, and I want to see 
it nailed to the mast as the module, for— 
let us be clear on this—we have not got 
modular co-ordination of standards unless 
everybody uses the same module. Later 
on, when we have got it established and 
our building exports moving in some 
volume, we can proceed to sell it to the 
world as the metric module. 


THE PLANNING BASIS 


The planning basis of the system is 
illustrated in Fig. 1, which shows how 
any multiples of modular size can be 
grouped in any plan shape desired, using 
a limited number of standard parts, and 
herein lies the special advantage of 
modular co-ordination over other methods 
of prefabrication. 

The critical and limiting element in 
prefabrication is really the roof and floor 
system, for this is the item that most 
limits flexibility. In this scheme beams 
are arranged on each modular line, all 
beams being of uniform depth, and 
economy of material is achieved by 
altering the weights of individual members 
of the lattice beams (Fig. 2). 

This illustrates the special approach 
that must be accepted in working within 
this medium, for the use of beams at such 
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frequent centres is not econom- 
ical viewed purely from the 
standpoint of the structural 
frame. Inasmuch, however, as 
it may lead to other standard- 
isations and simplifications, such 
a loss may be more than made 
good in the building as a 
whole. In this case it results 
in simpler flooring, roofing and 
ceiling elements and _ similarly 
simplifies partitioning and wall- 
ing units. It may be observed, 
on the adverse side, that the 
accepted limitations of a 2 ft. 
ceiling-floor thickness has un- 
happy elevational results in a 
large building such as Woking- 
ham, where the insistent solid 
below the eaves all round the 
school is only too apparent as a 
limitation on the design (Fig. 3). 
Another limitation some will 
find it hard to accept is the 
reiteration all over the elevations 
of the standard walling unit, a 
concrete slab element of 3 ft. 
4 in. in width by 2 ft. in height 
(Figs. 3 and 4), albeit some 
slight alleviation is gained by 
the use of two colours in the finishing mix. 
A little greater variety of scale and texture 
in this matter would undoubtedly help to 
relieve the severity of the design. 

The corner cover-pieces are always a 
difficulty with any prefabricated scheme. 
Somehow these give the impression that 
they area desperate afterthought, and they 
unfortunately qualify the purely ‘“‘cladding”’ 
effect of the wall surfaces with the sugges- 
tion they convey of thick masonry blocks. 
Technically, this walling method has much 
to commend it. The slabs serve all 


the functions of a wall, backed as they 
are by insulation and nailable concrete 
inner surfaces, and the open joints are 
a correct interpretation of the technique 
as well as being more efficient in keeping 
They are load- 


out weather (Fig. 5). 
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bearing inasmuch as they rest on them- 
selves down to cill level and. the method 
of anchoring them back is_ simplicity 
itself (Fig. 6), although it involves the use 
of a metal subframe to support the wall. 


TYRANNY OF WALL PANELS 


This, however, frees the main struc- 
tural columns from the tyranny of the wall 
panels, and they may be spaced at any 
modular interval up to 13 ft. 4 in., the 
limiting span for the edge beams support- 
ing the roof. 


One can begin to see in these details 
that the adoption of the modular method 
has, indeed, produced a far freer system of 
construction from the architect’s stand- 
point, despite the limitations which must 
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be accepted, than is available to him in 
using most prefabricated methods. 


Modular co-ordination implies a three- 
dimensional conception. It is not enough 
to standardise in plan alone, nor is a 
module of 3 ft. 4 in. sufficiently flexible 
to be used for heights. British Standards 























WALL SLAB- WALL SLAB 


Fig. 5. 


Institution, in recommending this module, 
suggested the use of an 8 in. modular 
increment for the yertical dimension, in 
five increments to each module. It is a 
matter of expediency what increments are 
used providing they are divisible into the 
module, and the Ministry have used a 
2 ft. increment, thus giving them the size 
of the walling unit. This also allows the 
possibility of varying heights of room in 
increments of 2 ft., starting at 8 ft., and 
the walling unit will clothe such a struc- 
ture homogeneously without showing 
awkward floor lines. Such a_ simple 
increment, of course, would not do for 
all types of building, but it appears to 
work very conveniently for school build- 
ings. Fig. 7 shows how a 2 ft. change of 
level ‘is arranged internally and serves 
to illustrate the somewhat generous use of 
steel brought about by the constructional 
method, since two beams are used for 
work that could have been equally well 
done by one. This figure shows one of 
the plaster partitions. 


In general the partition is so arranged 
that the structural column is completely 
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Fig. 6. 


masked, and the resulting room is a 
simple rectangle with no projections or 
other impedimenta such as one associates 
with prefabrication. 


Much else that is of interest must be 
passed over briefly for want of space: 
the lightweight flooring block ; the pre- 
cast eaves blocks with their somewhat 
rigid limitations ; and the manner various 
services are arranged in the ceiling space 
(Fig. 8), details which show the embracing 
care which has been given to all aspects 
of the work. 


SPEEDY ERECTION 


The whole conception is based upon 
the use of parts of a size convenient to 
handle and of dry techniques, and a 
building of this type should be capable of 
erection within twelve months or less, 
given familiarity with the system and a 
regular flow of components. It is under- 
stood that the manufacturers who have 
collaborated in producing parts of the 
building have undertaken to offer these 
standard elements to any user who may 
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wish to build in this manner. Thus, 
we begin to build up that repertoire of 
parts based on the module without which 
the whole conception falls to the ground. 


The paramount need is now for others 
to build in this manner, not only to hold 
the gains which have been won, but to 
demonstrate other approaches using the 
same standard elements and developing 
new ones. If this system of building, 
on the other hand, degenerates into just 
another ‘“‘ prefab” system, for want of 
imaginative handling, as it might well 
degenerate if accepted too literally, then 
the advances that are latent within its 
conception will undoubtedly be lost. 
The Ministry themselves are understood 
to be working on other schemes, one with 
a concrete frame, and several private 
ventures are being produced behind the 
scenes, all in strictly watertight com- 
partments. Therein lies a great danger. 

It is not, of course, a part of the Min- 
istry of Education’s function to provide 
us with modular co-ordination; they 
are only concerned to get schoools, and 


Fig. 8. 
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Fig. 7. 


there is an urgent need for a co-ordinating 
body with a wider outlook to organise the 
new standards and to pull together all the 
work that is currently proceeding on these 
lines. 


Building Bulletin No. 8 is now on sale 
at H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. 6d. net. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


OLYMPIC STADIUM, 
MELBOURNE 


Mr. FRANK HEATH, Dip.-Arch. (Mel- 
bourne), A.R.I.B.A., of 422, Collins- 
street, Melbourne, has been awarded first 
prize for the best design for an Olympic 
stadium for the games to be held in 
Melbourne in 1956. 

The cost of the stadium is estimated at 
£A1,100,000. When completed it will 
hold 125,000 people, and will enclose an 
oval 615 ft. by 490 ft. which will accom- 
modate 4,000 competitors in the opening 
parade and provide space for 200 athletes 
to compete on other days. The buildings 
will include restaurants and cafeterias, 
and a surgery. 

Mr. Heath will supervise the building of 
the stadium. His design was selected 
from 115 entries by Australian architects 
at home and abroad. 


ELECTRICITY OFFICES, UGANDA 


ARCHITECTS practising, or entitled to 
practise, in the United Kingdom and all 
British Commonwealth nations, colonies 
and dependencies are invited to submit 
designs in competition for the new head 
office building in Kampala for the Uganda 
Electricity Board and other bodies. The 
amount proposed to be expended on the 
new building is approximately £350,000. 
Intending competitors are required to 
submit their names and addresses to the 
Secretary, Uganda Electricity Board, P.O. 
Box 559, Kampala, Uganda, at their 
Kampala address by December 23 next. 

An application for the Conditions of 
Competition must be accompanied by a 
deposit of three guineas. The closing 
date for the submission of designs is 
July 25, 1953. Premiums of £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250 are offered. 

The assessor for the competition is 
Mr. N. L. Hanson, A.R.I.B.A., M.I.A., 
of Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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A New Approach to Criticism 


4.—FREEDOM OR FORMULA? 
By ERIC AMBROSE, FRIBA 


E have seen how architects over- 
stressed the concepts of ‘ Fitness 
for Purpose ”’ and ‘‘ Logical Expression of 
Structure’ in their new-found freedom 
from the engineer, and thereby produced 
an architecture of the machine. Even 
before 1939, however, the term “* Function- 
alism ”’ was a little suspect, and the revul- 
sion of feeling from Ruskin’s wedding 
cake definition had swung a little too 
far to the other extreme. 


Three years ago, seven “ Architectural 
Philosophers’ of international repute 
contributed their views upon the need for 
a “‘ New Monumentality,” and the means 
of achieving it. 

The result was interesting. The idea 
that “‘ Monumentality ”’ was some vague 
quality which could be added to a con- 
temporary style of architecture, if you 


knew how and where to put it, was not’ 


entirely absent from at least one answer 
from these experts—a belief somewhat 
reminiscent of the poet Yeats’s advice 
proffered twenty years earlier to an Irish 
audience that they should “ Provide 
simple building and leave it to a wealthier 
generation to add the architecture.” 
Ruskin, you see, comes to life from time 
to time ! 

Professor Holford, one of the seven, 
felt, ‘‘ It might mean a return to classic 
formule on the part of the few capable 
of interpreting it, but more often it would 
result from a planned composition in 
which some significant element might have 
the good fortune to survive as a permanent 
symbol of the changing efficiencies of our 
social machine.”’ - 
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‘* We cannot avoid that which is already with us.” 


APPEAL OF TRADI- 
TIONAL SYMBOLS 


The free - standing 
columns outside the 
R.I.B.A., transplanted 
straight from the porch- 
way of King Solomon’s 
Temple, perhaps provide 
one such _ permanent 
symbol, but Professor 
Holford’s remarks give 
an indication of the diffi- 
culty which will be ex- 
perienced in trying to 
produce an architecture 
freed from traditional 
symbols. That such sym- 
bols possess a very defi- 
nite appeal to the masses 
—as well as the experts— 
cannot be denied, nor can 
we overlook the fact that 
a certain degree of sym- 
bolism is essential to our 
well-being, but it would be wrong to 
accept it as a basis for the third concept 
of Unity, Dignity and Grandeur, for then 
we should be countenancing a retrogres- 
sion. 

Already we have sensed the first beat 
of an entirely new rhythmic cycle heralded 
by the approach of the Atomic age, with 
its promised supply of limitless energy 
and space and an all-pervading freedom, 
wherein walls and roof may now serve a 
minor purpose of privacy alone, when 
control of climatic conditions has been 
perfected or such conditions rendered 
unimportant. 

For the  clear-sighted 
critic, however, history is 
running true to form and 
pattern, but this time the 
gap between the third step 
of culmination and the 
“hop ” of retrogression is 
so narrow that they appear 
contiguous. 


The late Geoffrey Scott, 
consciously or  uncon- 
sciously echoing the words 
of Hume, wrote, “‘ The art 
of architecture studies not 
structure itself but the 
effect of structure on the 
human spirit.”” Yet again 
the way was pointed to a 
larger field of exploration 
and a broader approach to 
the zsthesis (the external 
effect of the work upon the 
senses of those for whom 
it was produced), and once 
again the prophet went 





unheeded. 


DEMANDS OF 
STRUCTURE 


We do not mean that 
architects, freed from the 
demands of a tyrannical 
structure, may _ entirely 
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“* The structural members ... are to be subservient and not dominant.” 


ignore the demands of structure, but it does 
imply that the architect is now at liberty to 
exercise a sculptural approach to his art, 
and just as the sculptor employs internal 
supports of wood and wire to give stability 
to his plaster cast, so must the architect take 
cognisance of the structural members 
supporting his latest tour de force, but 
those members are to be subservient and 
not dominant. 


Is the achieving of a monumental 
zsthesis to be governed by no other rules 
than the sculptural effect to be obtained 
at the whim of the architect, and if in fact 
we do adopt this manifestation of a third 
beat, shall we avoid the “ hop ” of retro- 
gression, or is it, as we have shown it to be 
in the past, inevitable? 

We may quickly dispose of the second 
part of the question. We cannot avoid 
that which is already with us, the “‘ hop”’ of 
retrogression, but we can take our courage 
in both hands and place our feet firmly on 
the third step of culmination. If the 
answer to the first part of the question is 
an unqualified ‘‘ Yes,” signifying that 
there are to be no rules governing the 
zsthesis, then we are indeed preaching 
a heresy, but we are of course, doing 
nothing of the kind. The Greeks and 
other civilised peoples have given free 
play to their imaginative sculptural 
approach within the bounds of the three 
concepts we have defined, and the limits 
of technical knowledge and ability they 
possessed. 

Such a sculptural approach, however, 
is not to be confused with the over- 
worked decoration of the past, so often a 
manifestation of the “hop” of retro- 
gression. It is the sculptural perfection 
of a Parthenon we seek, not a west facade 
of Rouen. 

The statement that the successful 
designer must not be frightened of giving 
logical expression to the actual structure 
of his work does not imply that it is 
necessary for him to advertise or over- 
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stress every part of the structure upon the 
face of the building. Wren certainly did 
not believe it necessary or he would not 
have provided two domes to St. Paul’s— 
one to be viewed internally, the other 
externally—nor is anyone looking at the 
outer dome made aware of the brick 
cone within, or the iron chain at its base. 
McColl using a picturesque simile, says, 
‘‘ When Sir Christopher Wren binds his 
dome around with a chain, he takes no 
more liberty than the dressmaker who 
supports a slack figure with a corset!” 


Thus we may still clothe our structures 
as the sculptor clothes his with clay, but 
the structure itself, as so many architects 
forgot at the beginning of the ‘‘ Modern ” 
movement, does not possess inherent 
beauty purely because it is an honest 
structure. 


THE EFFECT OF BEAUTY 


The Philosopher Kant, writing in 1790, 
called for a special philosophical science 
to study “ esthetic activity.” His own 
definition of beauty is worth considering, 
for he held that the production of art 
had nothing to do with usefulness; it 
was simply to provide universal pleasure. 
We shall return to this hedonistic outlook 
later. 

At the beginning of the present century, 
Charles Mauron, the blind Frenchman, 
suggested the same iling—that since a 
work of art was made for a sensitive eye 
whose optic nerve ended in a thinking 


brain, we ought to turn to psychology to 


seek an explanation. 


Mauron’s friend, Roger Fry, thought 
that there existed in any work of art an 
original “‘ kernel,’ so that after we have 
stripped off from the mind all the other 
emotions such as vanity, power, religious 
and moral convictions, sexual distur- 
bances and all the things we strive with in 
our daily lives, the ‘‘ kernel” was the 
thing that remained—that which provided 
the pure pleasure of contemplation. One 
would have thought, however, that a 
human being so bereft of human emotions 
would approximate to a jelly fish ! 


| 








Shop | 


‘* Tt is unnecessary to advertise every part of 
the structure on the face of the building.” 
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In point of fact all the emotions referred 
to by Fry, plus, of course, others, provide 
us with our standard of beauty—a changing 
standard affected by conditions outside 
our emotions and also provide such 
anomalies as disc-lipped women made 
ugly by their men folk as a social tribal 
protection, such ugliness providing within 
a generation a new standard of beauty ! 

Suppose that a dread congenital disease 
were to afflict all mankind so that the 
retina no longer responded to the subtle 
variations in wave lengths of the spectrum 
which we call ‘‘ colours,’” but interpreted 
them as white and grey as on a cinema 
screen. Those who, like the blind scientist 
Mauron, could remember the old colours 
would still appraise the old masters, but 
the new generation would formulate its 
own standards of painting, and the 
‘kernel’? would be modified. Useless, 
then, for the older men to talk of the happy 
juxtapositions of vivid colour in a Van 
Gogh, for only the paintings of those 
artists whose line, tone value and com- 
position, or lyrical treatment of mass 
appealed to the restricted mind would be 
accepted as great works, and philosophers 
would leap into the fray and prove that 
only those artistic productions which were 
independent of the lost ‘‘ colour” could 
of necessity contain the essence of beauty. 
We may imagine the process repeated 
until one by one the senses lost their 
individual powers of appreciation and the 


kernel became correspondingly reduced. 


If an essence were indeed capable of 
isolation, or such a kernel definable in 
scientific terms, then art would be reduced 
to a formula. 


ECONOMICS AND MODULES 


To-day the economics of pounds, 
shillings and pence with respect to labour 
and materials is leading us into fresh pas- 
tures. As an example, working parties 
at the R.I.B.A. are considering methods, 
now being forced upon us, of standardising 
building dimensions. In Germany, the 
same thing was attempted before the 
war—with some success. Schicklgruber 
ordered one of his professors to seek for 
a “module,” that is a standard unit of 
length, which would be “pure Aryan” 
and upon which a new German architec- 
ture could be based. Being a good Ger- 
man, he found one. With true Teutonic 
thoroughness he measured a great number 
of buildings and discovered in the old 
German farms just such a unit—it was 
exactly a metre and a quarter. In point of 


fact, it was nothing more than the width - 


of a cow byre so that the entire German 
war machine was harnessed to an architec- 
ture based upon the measurements of the 
hindquarters of a cow! 


It is pleasant to think that this may be 
a salient reason for Germany having lost 
the war—not because of any inherent 
defect in an Aryan cow, but because the 
necessity to produce a standardised archi- 
ture irrespective of a free sculptural 
zsthesis produced instead, a grim, hum- 
ourless mass of building which was not, 
and never could be, in accord with the 
third step of nature’s rhythm to the 
accompaniment of gleeful laughter 


(To be cont'nued) 
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“With this cut in the L.C.C. 
School-building programme, we’d 
better start our own classes!” 


NOTES & NEWS 


LONDON BUILDERS’ CONFERENCE 


i ieee questions were asked in the House 
of Commons on Tuesday regarding 
the activities of the London Builders’ 
Conference. Mr. A. C. Bossom, M.P., 
F.R.I.B.A., asked the President of the 
Board of Trade if he would direct the 
Monopolies Commission to inquire into 
the Conference’s activities; the other 
questioner, Lt.-Col. Lipton, M.P., who 
addressed his remarks to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, wanted 
to know if the Minister would investigate 
the Conference’s price-fixing arrange- 
ments. 

A full report of the questions and 
answers will be found on page 588. 








FREEING BUILDING 


THE INDUSTRY’S need for greater 
freedom from licence control of building 
(advocated in our leading article of 
October 10) now receives recognition in 
two directions. Mr. Butler, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, announced on Tuesday 
that licences are to be issued for more 
industrial building, particularly for pro- 
jects which will assist the balance of 
payments. ‘‘ The allocation of steel for 
factory building is to be raised, but it 
will still be necessary,” Mr. Butler 
states, “‘to adopt modern methods of 
construction which save _ steel.’”’ The 
second step is taken by Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing, who has increased 
by £200 to a new figure of £800 the 
amount of grant allowable to house 
owners who wish to improve their houses. 
This new regulation (S.I. 1952, No. 1819) 
comes into operation on November 1. 

Mr. Butler has made clear that there 
must be adjustments in the total building 
programme to make this increased indus- 
trial construction possible. Mr. Mac- 
millan emphasises that the increase in 
the reconditioning limit is to bring it 
into line with present-day building costs. 
Nevertheless, these steps must give rise 
to hope that greater freedom to build is 
in the offing. 


(Continued on page 585) 
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General view of the centre. 


Woodberry Down L.C.C.. Health Centre, Stoke Newington 


ROBERT H. MATTHEW, CBE, 
ARIBA, ARCHITECT TO COUNCIL 


HE London County Council’s decision to build a 
health centre on the Woodberry Down Housing 
Estate, in the Borough of Stoke Newington, was taken 
in May, 1948. Work began in March, 1949, and the 
building, completed in September, 1952, was opened by 
Mr. Somerville Hastings, M.S., F.R.C.S., M.P., on 
October 14 last. The site of the centre, about one and a 
half acres in extent, includes one-third of an acre for a 
day nursery which is quite separate from the Health 
Centre although the engineering services are shared. 
The plans for the centre were prepared with the closest 
collaboration between the Council’s Medical Officer of 
Health and School Medical Officer (formerly Sir Allan 
Daley, M.D., F.R.C.P., and, since his retirement, Dr. 
J. A. Scott, O.B.E., M.D., M.R.C.P.) and the Council’s 
Architect (Mr. Robert H. Matthew, C.B.E., A.R.1I.B.A.) 
and the staff of their departments, Mr. W. J. Durnford, 
F.R.I.B.A., Senior Architect General Division and Mr. 
A. E. Miller, F.R.I.B.A., being principally concerned. 


The disposition of the component units of the centre 
grew out of several well-considered principles as to how 
a comprehensive health centre should function. One 
important feature is the avoidance of a single common 
entrance leading to a large waiting space common to all 
units. Instead, separate entrances have been planned 


W. 7. DURNFORD, FRIBA, SENIOR ARCHITECT 
A. E. MILLER, FRIBA 


for each group of units, with one entrance and two exits 
for the general practitioners’ unit. The site was suffi- 
ciently large to enable the building to be confined to two 
floors, obviating the use of lifts. The units comprise : 


A general medical and dental practitioners’ unit. 
A school health unit. 

A child welfare unit. 

An ante-natal unit. _ 

A remedial exercise and child guidance unit. 


Common staff rooms. 


The general medical and dental practitioners’ unit.— 
The entrance to this unit is on the main front, and leads 
to a small waiting hall, with a record office and inquiry 
counter, a nurses’ room and lavatory accommodation for 
both sexes. From this waiting hall corridors lead off 
to six suites for the use of medical practitioners, all located 
on the ground floor. Each suite comprises a waiting 
room of an average size of 14 ft. by 12 ft. to accommodate 
about 20 patients and a consulting room of the same size, 
with a lavatory basin and sink. Opening from the con- 
sulting room is an examination room. An isolation room 
is provided immediately adjacent to one of the exits on 
the main frontage. The remaining facilities for this 
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unit are placed immediately above on the first floor, 
approached by two wide easy-going staircases. Also on 
the first floor are two dental surgeries with a recovery 
room between them, and a workshop. The dental 
surgeries also have access to X-ray apparatus in another 
part of the building on the same floor. These dental 
surgeries are for use by dental patients generally ; two 
other surgeries, for use by the priority classes (expectant 
and nursing mothers and children), are provided near by, 
so that in case of need there can be full co-operation and 
interchangeability. On this floor there is also sleeping 
accommodation and a bathroom for the doctor on night 
duty. A small medical store has also been included for 
drugs needed for use on the premises. Prescriptions will 
not be dispensed in the centre but will be taken by patients 
to any of the chemists’ shops in the neighbourhood. 

The school health unit is approached bya separate 
entrance from the quiet side road and has on the ground 
floor a waiting hall, a room for dealing with minor 
ailments, a doctor’s consulting room, a nurses’ room and 
a record office. Immediately above, on the first floor, 
are the two dental surgeries already referred to and also 
an eye room with a dark room and an orthoptic room. 

Further down the side road are two other entrances, 
one to the ante-natal and one to the child welfare unit. 
The ante-natal unit includes interviewing rooms for use 
of health visitors and midwives, an advisory room with 
undressing cubicles and urine-testing facilities, and a 
doctor’s consulting room. The child welfare unit has 
near its entrance a toddlers’ playroom and a pram store 
for 20. prams, a food sales room and a store. Off the hall 
is a suite of rooms, comprising an undressing space and 
interviewing room for use by health visitors, with a test- 
feed room attached, and a weighing room and waiting 
space for patients to be seen in the doctor’s consulting 
room. Near by is a lecture hall of about 36 ft. by 22 ft. 
with a platform for general use of the centre, and a 
demonstration kitchen for use in teaching mothercraft. 
The hall will also be used as a main waiting space for the 
child welfare unit. Another section that has been given 
preference for ground-floor accommodation is the foot 
clinic. 

On the remainder of the first floor are suites for ultra- 







violet light treatment, X-rays (equipped at present for 
dental X-ray work only), and for orthopedic and remedial 
exercises, and a child guidance clinic. Common rooms 
and a small caretaker’s flat are also provided. 

Engineering services.—Heating is effected by a cen- 
tralised*forced circulation low-pressure hot-water system, 
working at low temperature. Wall panel radiators have 
been fitted throughout the first floor. Elsewhere, modern 
hospital-type radiators are fixed. Electrically heated 
sterilising equipment is installed where required, and 
fluorescent lighting for all working rooms. A complete 
telephone system, with internal intercommunication 
and G.P.O. lines, is provided. All these services have 
been designed and carried out under the direction of 
Mr. J. Rawlinson, M.Eng., M.I.C.E., Chief Engineer 
to the L.C.C. 

The maximum population which the centre will be 
able to serve is fixed by the number of general practitioner 
suites. While the general practitioner is permitted a 
panel of 4,000 persons, the centre on that side will be 
able to serve a maximum population of 24,000. In the 
public health sections of the building, it is estimated that 
a population of about 25,000 could be served. The 
estimated cost of erection of the centre was £141,386. 


The Day Nursery, for which a site has been chosen 
adjacent to the health centre, is not a part of the centre 
itself. It has been built and is being brought into use 
at the same time as the centre. The estimated cost of 
the Day Nursery is £21,592. 

Furniture and equipment.—Apart from the detailed 
work of listing the requirements, much thought and 
discussion was given to the design of the furniture, the 
colour and texture of materials, so that these would 
harmonise with the design of the building, the aim being 
to achieve unity but with sufficient variety to avoid a 
uniformity. The furniture is of contemporary utility 
design. 

Layout of grounds—The layout of the grounds has 
taken two months to complete at a cost of £800, and has 
been undertaken by the L.C.C. Parks Department, 
under the direction of the Chief Officer,;Mr. L. A. 
Huddart, F.I.L.A. 


Entrance to infant 
welfare and ante- 
natal wings. 


October 24 1952 








Octot 








October 24 1952 THE BUILDER 


wing. Below : Lecture hall. 
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Construction—The constructional system takes the 
form of a concrete frame spaced on a modular grid. 
This allows abundance of natural light and also complete 
flexibility of internal partition arrangements. On these 
frames and on internal brick spine walls rest precast 
concrete floor and roof members. Facing brick is used 
for all wall expanses. The concrete frames where 
exposed externally are faced with artificial stone and 
this material is used elsewhere as dressings. ‘The frame- 
work and the resultant fenestration will also allow for 
ready internal adaptation if, at any time, this becomes 
desirable. 


The multiplicity of sanitary appliances created a 
difficult problem. All pipework, so far as possible, has 
been arranged out of sight. A horizontal duct on the 
inside of the external walls from floor to window-cill on 
the first floor contains practically all service pipes, wastes 
and wall panel radiators. Vertical chases convey the 
piping to and from a duct under the ground floor. 
Movable panels have been arranged for easy access to all 
piping. For quietness all floors of corridors have been 





Dental surgery. 
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Staff canteen. 


finished with rubber, and this material has also been 
used for the floor of the dental surgeries. Elsewhere, 
composition tiling and terrazzo have been employed and 
in the lecture hall a wood floor was adopted. The main 
contractors were Messrs. Tersons, Ltd. Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were:— 


Mechanical engineering, Fretwell Heating Co., Ltd.; electrical engin- 
eering, W. J. Furse and Co. (London), Ltd. ; facing bricks (golden brown 
hand-made S.F.), John Knowles and Co. (London), Ltd.; glass domes, 
James Clark and Eaton, Ltd. ; steel casements, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. ; lantern lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; staircase balustrading, J. Starkie 
Gardner, Ltd.; cloakroom fittings, Cloakroom Equipment, Ltd. ; fibrous 
plaster ceiling panels, H. E. Gaze, Ltd. ; dresser cupboard, Peerless Built- 
in Furniture, Ltd.; hardwood revolving doors, Samuel Elliott and Sons 
(Reading), Ltd.; aluminium alloy loft ladder, Loft Ladders, Ltd.; steel 
doors, Haywards, Ltd.; ironmongery, Lockerbie and Wilkinson (Bir- 
mingham), Ltd. 


External blinds, Tidmarsh and Sons; wall tiling, Parkinsons (Wall 
Tiling), Ltd. ; semastic tiling, Pilkington’s Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; composi- 
tion flooring, Greenwood Flooring Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, Malacarp Terrazzo 
Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; wood strip flooring, 
Stevens and Adams, Ltd.; rubber flooring, Lewis Gilder and Co., Ltd. ; 
brick-colour surfacing, The En Tout Cas Co., Ltd.; rapid precast 
floors, The Rapid Flooring Co., Ltd.; ‘‘ Myko’”’ roofs and canopies, The 
Artificial Stone and Concrete Co., Ltd.; fireplaces, Bratt Colbran, Ltd. ; 
reconstructed stone and precast concrete, Wettern Brothers, Ltd. ; joinery, 
Rippers, Ltd. ; floor and wall tiling, Harradine Reuse and Ce. ; and paving 
stones, Neelite, Ltd. 





General practitioner’s consulting room. 
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Forecourt, showing administration block and rest hall. Below : Administration entrance. 


BOW ROAD OPEN-AIR SCHOOL for the London County Council 


THs school, which came into use in September, 

has already attracted much interest in 
educational circles. The Times said: “ The first 
special school to be built in London since the war, 
this is delightfully designed with many novel 
features. _ Its six blocks of light and airy buildings 
are surrounded by lawns and trees, and screened by 
houses from the noise of the busy street. In its 
quadrangles one gets an impression of almost 
rural quietude.”’. 


The school is for 180 delicate boys and girls of 
both primary and secondary school ages, and meets 
an urgent need for open-air school places in East 
London. Delicate children are defined as pupils 
who by reason of impaired physical condition can- 
not, without risk to their health, be educated under 
the normal regime of an ordinary school. The 
ascertainment is made by the Education Committee 
on the advice of the school medical officer. Children 
attending open-air schools are given breakfast and 
tea, in addition to their mid-day meal. They rest 
in thé early afternoon, and are kept under medical 
supervision consisting of terminal examination by 
the school doctor and the daily attendance of a 
school nursing sister. ‘The majority of children are 
able to return to normal schools after about 12 to 
18 months in an open-air school. 


The 1-acre site was that of a war-damaged 
school which was eventually demolished, and the 


ARCHITECTS : 
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Rest hail, from garden court. 


site will be extended to provide additional play- 
space. The existing trees were preserved wherever 
possible, and include a specimen of the uncommon 
maidenhair tree. An old Italian well-head of 
Istrian stone forms a central feature in the main 





Dining hall, showing maidenhair tree. Right: The 
housecraft room. 


garden court. Gardening instruction and horticul- 
ture form part of the curriculum of open-air schools, 
and some of the grounds will be laid out and main- 
tained by the children. 


The conventional open-air school has single- 
storey classroom shelters, often reached by open 
paths. In this case, however, it was decided, on 
the advice of the architects, to provide two-storey 
classroom units, enabling the buildings to be more 
compactly planned and preserving the maximum 
area of open space on the somewhat restricted site. 
Thus it became possible to provide covered access 
corridors, incorporating cloaks lobbies, to all 
classroom units. The classrooms and dining-room 
are provided with electric heaters to enable the 
rooms and equipment to be aired before the children 
arrive. No heat is provided during teaching hours. 
Both radiant and convector type heaters have been 
installed, with the object of providing comparisons 
under working conditions. The rest hall is un- 
heated. Cooking equipment is electrical. A solid 
fuel boiler provides domestic hot water. 
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The classroom block. 


The buildings are partly of normal brick con- 
struction, taced inside and out with the London 
Brick Company’s ‘‘ Saxon light” facings, and 
partly of precast concrete framed construction. 
The frames were cast on site and hoisted by crane. 
All necessary chases and holes for pipes and con- 





duit, fixing plugs for steel windows, and dove- 
tailed battens for roof fixing were preplanned by 
the architects so as to avoid the cutting of concrete 
after fabrication. The concrete and timber roofs 
are covered with 2-in. compressed straw slabs 
finished with copper sheeting. The electrical 
installations, including lighting, 
heating, clocks, and radio, were 
designed by the Chief Engineer’s 


4 Department, L.C.C., in consulta- 
tion with the architects. 
Quantity surveyors were 


Messrs. H. J. Venning and 
Partners, and the clerk of works, 
Mr. J. Clanachan. The main 
contractors were Messrs. Rowley 
Bros., Ltd., of Tottenham, whose 
general foreman was Mr. A. 
Horsman. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 
Armstrong Cork Co., Accotile floors ; 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., sanitary 
fittings ; The Bow Slate and Enamel Co., 
Ltd., slate shelving; Bracketing, Centering 
and Lathing, Ltd., Hy-rib metal lath, sub- 
ceiling; Arthur Brown and Co., planting 
and turfing; Camden Tile and Mosaic 
Co., fireplace surrounds; Carron Co., 
railings, gates and balustrades; _ Carter 
and Co., London, Ltd., floor and wall 
tiling and slabbed tile partitions; Dent 
and Hellyer Sanitation, Ltd., internal 
plumbing and hot-water installation ; Frazzi, 
Ltd., Paropa roofing; Girlings Ferro- 
concrete Co., Ltd., precast concrete curbs ; 


Detail of classroom block. 
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Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd., flooring 
blocks; Home Counties Tar Macadam 
Contracti Co., Ltd., paving to play- 
ground ; olloway Metal Roofs, Ltd., 
copper roofing; John Hull and Sons, 
Venetian blinds; I.C.I., Dulux paint; 
W. and R. Leggott, Ltd., ironmongery ; 
London Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd., precast 
concrete frames; Luxfer, Ltd., lantern 
lights and roof lights; George Mansell, 
lettering ; Milner’s Safe Co., steel rolling 
shutter; Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd., 
emulsion paint ; North of England Furnish- 
ing Co., Ltd., blackboard cupboard units; 
Stramit Boards, Ltd., roofing slabs ; 
Stuarts’ Granolithic Co., Ltd., precast 
concrete and reconstructed stone; West 
Bromwich Casement and Engineering Co., 
Ltd., steel windows ; and William Steward, 
electrical installation. 


Interior: of rest hall. 
Below : Plans. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


Continued from page 575. 


LMBA MEDAL PRESENTATION 


Cor 250 building trade apprentices and 

students from the London Schools of 
Building who have this year taken the 
City and Guilds of London Institute 
examination will welcome the Duke of 
Edinburgh on November 5 when he goes 
to the Mansion House to present the 
L.M.B.A. Medals for 1952. 

The Lord Mayor will preside, and 
among the guests, in addition to the 
Minister of Education and the Minister 
of Works, will be the Masters and Clerks 
of the City Companies connected with 
the building industry. 

After welcoming the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, the Lord Mayor will invite the 
president of the L.M.B.A., Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, to explain the aims 
and objects of the L.M.B.A. Educational 
Fund, of which the medals are the first 
fruits. 

The Duke of Edinburgh will then 
address the boys and present the medals. 
The Minister of Education and_ the 
Minister of Works will endorse the scheme 
on behalf of the Government and the 
president of the National Federation, 
Mr. J. Ian Robertson, will thank the Duke 
of Edinburgh for making the presentation. 

The L.M.B.A. Medal Scheme was 
started last year to encourage interest in 
technical and industrial education by the 
award of medals and prizes to apprentices 
and students at the various schools of 
building and technical institutes through- 
out the London Region. The medals, 
nine in silver and eight in bronze, are to 
be awarded annually to the most success- 
ful students from London in the City and 
Guilds of London Institute’s examinations 
in building subjects. 

The medals, designed by Mr. Cecil 
Thomas, F.R.B.S., incorporate the 
L.M.B.A. coat of arms and are engraved 
with the name of the recipient and the 
details of the award. 


AILTIREACHT IN EIRINN 


FULL JUSTICE can hardly be done here 
to an exhibition of the scope of that 
showing at the R.I.B.A. (until October 
31) on the subject of Irish Architecture. 
By the same token it might seem at first 
glance that this photographic survey, 


prepared by the R.I.A.I., had bitten off 
more than anyone could chew in 14 
smallish panels, if covering both con- 
temporary and retrospective aspects. But 
the Introduction to the catalogue makes it 
clear that the scope has deliberately been 
limited, the past being represented by the 
“classic phase” (1660-1860), largely to 
suggest its relation to the architecture of 
to-day which is ‘‘ sampled” in the modern 
half of the show. As the Introduction 
points out, the classic phase isolates 
itself from what went before and what 
came after, and the “slice” offers a 
self-contained cross-section. The more 
archeologically-minded must, however, 
continue to speculate about possible links 
or leads between the oddly “ assimilated ”’ 
characteristics of Gothic when it reached 
Ireland and, earlier, her adaptations of 
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Church Roof Coverings 
A NEW BOOKLET 


CHURCH ARCHITECTS, builders and church 
building committees will find in ‘“‘ Church 
Roof Coverings” (a reprint of reports 
published in The Builder) an authoritative 
guide to roofing problems of churches, 
old and new. Prepared by the Roofing 
Committee of the Central Council for the 
Care of Churches 4n conjunction with the 
S.P.A.B., under the chairmanship of 
Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, M.A., F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., Surveyor to the Fabric of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, this booklet covers 
the whole range of roofings, traditional 
and non-traditional, and makes recom- 
mendations. These form a_ suggested 
code of practice for churches. Price 
2s. 6d. post free, the booklet is obtainable 
from the Publisher, The Builder, Ltd., 
The Builder House, Catherine-street, 
| Aldwych, W.C.z2. i 
| 1] 




















the Romanesque tradition when grafted 
on to a strong local stem, and later work. 
This is tantalising, but does not question 
the wisdom of the organisers’ decision. 


CHARACTERISTIC FLAVOUR 


THOUGH RENAISSANCE influences from 
abroad brought Ireland more into line 
with European development, there remains 
some poignant and elusive quality of 
** foreign-ness ”’ to the non-Irish which is 
well brought out in the photographs. 
This is difficult to isolate ; an analogy lies 
in the 18th century architecture of 
Scandinavia, and in South German 
Baroque, where familiar detail still some- 
how maintains a characteristic national 
and even local “ flavour.” 

There is similarly evidently an “ Irish 
look,” which is odd, considering the non- 
Irish architects who have contributed to 
it, and it would be interesting to know 
to what extent this may be a matter of 
materials, climate, or even subtleties like 
the incidence of light. This is sometimes 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 27 


EccLEsIOLoGicaL Society.—‘‘ The Cathedral of 
The Saint,’’ by Mr. H. L. Mann. Archbishop Temple’s 
School, 202, Lambeth-road. 7 p.m. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—First of three lectures on 
** Architecture et Sport,’ by Paolo Vietti Violi (de- 
livered in French). University College, Gower-street, 
bok 5.30 p.m. Remaining lectures on October 30 
an 

INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS. peng show. 
R.S.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 6.5 

CHADWICK TRUST. — The School and the I Health of 
the Community,’’ by Sir Martin Roseveare. 26, Port- 
land-place, W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED SALES MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Joint conference with American Sales Executives. 
Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1. 9.30 a.m. 


to 5p.m 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Address by _ the 
president, Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, F.R.I.B.A. 34, Bed- 
ford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition of mem- 
bers’ holiday sketches. 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
Continuing until Nov ember 21. 

NATIONAL HousING AND TOWN PLANNING COUNCIL. 
— Opening of annual conference exhibition. Cambridge 
Hall, Southport, Lancs. 9.30 a.m. Continuing open 
until October 31. 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WorRKS.—56th annual dinner. Mr. J. Ian 
os ee chairman. Café Royal, Regent-street, 
W.1. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30 


TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENT PLANNING GrouP).—‘‘ The Planning of 
Communal Villages of Israel,’? by Professor Edwin 
Samuel. 28, King-street, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 
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described as “tatty elegance ”’—the 
flippant adjective may be forgiven here 
since it has become a recognised quality— 
for instance, the modish decay of St. 
Finbarre’s South, Cork (Church, No. 4, 
Panel III), has the feeling of one of the 
late Rex Whistler’s fantasies, which is 
not entirely due to age. 

Probably Chambers stands out in most 
people’s eyes, but such Irishmen as 
Pearse and Robinson are also well repre- 
sented with “ immigrants” like Ducart. 
Unknown masters have contributed 
notably in such as the Clock Gate, 
Youghal, Co. Cork (No. 7, Panel IV), a 
successful piece of (theoretically) un- 
resolved duality. 

Of modern architects, perhaps greatest 
interest attaches to the work of Michael 
Scott, but there are several others evidently 
to be reckoned with. The average shown 
is good if perhaps without highspots, and 
keeps abreast of contemporary trends. 

There are naturally some good churches: 
in the domestic field thé characteristically 
Celtic feeling for stone is exemplified in 
the house, ‘“ Kill-o’-the-Grange,” Co. 
Wicklow (No. 4, Panel XIV), by Albert 
Brady, and two at Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 
by Percy Le Clerc (Nos. 1 and 2, Panel 
XIII). There is a Lutyens war memorial— 
Nos. 4 and 6, Panel XI. 


TIME FOR COMPETITION 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT made this week 
of an architectural competition for a new 
head office building for the Uganda 
Electricity Board, estimated to cost 
£350,000, will be welcomed by architects, 
many of whom at present have little 
upon their drawing boards. Especially 
attractive is the likelihood of the job going 
ahead without the delays to which archi- 
tects in Great Britain are unfortunately 
so accustomed. The Electricity Board 
should be assured of a big entry. 

More of these competitions would be 
helpful at the present time when archi- 
tectural prospects are dim, for many 
architects would welcome them as a 
means of keeping their staffs, and them- 
selves, occupied. Local authorities might 
consider bringing some of their ideas for 
public buildings out of their pigeon-holes. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. MENCE AND Moore, A./L.R.I.B.A., have 
removed their offices to 1, St. Leonard’s-terrace, 
Sloane-square, S.W.3. Tel.: Sloane 5066. 

As FROM October 1 last, Messrs. L. C. Wakeman and 
Partners, quantity surveyors, have taken into partner- 
ship Mr. J. R. ‘F. CHANDLER, A.R.I.C.S., and Mr. 
E. J. WARREN, A.R.I.C.S., both of whom ‘have been 
associated with the firm for a number of years. 

Messrs. BANKS, WOOD AND PARTNERS, quantity 
“surveyors, of Bristol, Exeter and Chelmsford, have 
taken Mr. J. Neary, A.R.I.C.S., into partnership in 
their Chelmsford practice. The style and address of 
the firm remains unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, October 23, 1852. 


BuILpERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.— 
The anniversary dinner of this society 
was held, on the 14th instant, at the 
London Tavern, with a result highly 
gratifying to all interested in its pros- 
perity. About 210 gentlemen were 
present, and the amount of subscriptions 
and donations announced in the room was 
upwards of £700. The chair was occupied 
by the President of the society, Mr. S. M. 
Peto, M.P. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


REBUILDING BOMBED TOWNS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It does seem most unfortunate 
that so much needed reconstruction 
work in this country should still be held 
up in so many cities and towns, chiefly, 
it seems, for the want of steel (and also 
softwood timber to some extent). Could 
it not be made an “‘ offence ” to use steel 
unnecessarily, as in the case of steel 
framing exterior walls of most types of 
building work up to, say, six or seven 
storeys in height ? 

Incidentally, the reinforcement steel 
I saw on a site in France recently was of a 
particularly light gauge—all spans were 
kept as short as possible, especially over 
the shop fronts situated below the tall 
blocks of apartments, window openings 
were kept down to a minimum, and were 
4 ft. in width only, often less. It appeared 
that they too were also short of softwood 
timber ; the casement windows were still 
not fixed in some blocks of buildings, 
although the external solid walls were 
completed. Good French oak was used 
for the casement window frames—no 
steel windows or doors were to be seen 
anywhere. Could not hardwood case- 
ment windows and external doors replace 
our steel casement windows and doors, 
as this would mean a big saving in steel ? 
The casement windows and also doors, 
of course, open inwards there, and out- 
wards here ; inwards seems much better 
in most cases, especially for double doors 
opening on to a balcony or a terrace. 

The roof trusses I saw were all in 
reinforced concrete and not timber as 
before the war; all the new roofs were 
pitched and slated (very well. done, all 
external angles mitred—no ugly hip 
tiles—dormers ‘“‘ swept”). No flat re- 
inforced concrete roof slabs were used at 
all for any of the buildings—slating only. 
I noticed in a restaurant ceiling the in- 
filling between the main reinforced con- 
crete beams was not a flat slab, but arched- 
in concrete, and tiled in grey-brown 
tiles, which was very attractive. 

The French do manage to blend the 
old and the new so well since the war 
now that the pre-war “l’art nouveau ” 
phase seems to have died a natural death. 
No stanchions or girders are to be seen 
anywhere at all; steel there is evidently 
much too scarce to be used pretty well 
ad lib, as has very often been the case 
here—or shall we say, was—in some 
notable cases until very recently ! 

The weight-carrying external wall may 
cause the cost of a building to rise (a 
little perhaps) but the building would 
rise too, and instead of looking at scenes 
of destruction we could see some con- 
struction in our cities and towns in 
England as in France. 

A. NevILLe Hott [F.R.1.B.A.] 

20, Exchange-street East, Liverpool, 2. 


APPROACH TO CRITICISM 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I have been reading Mr. Eric 
Ambrose’s articles with considerable 
interest, although I do not agree with 
everything he says. 
My greatest enjoyment so far, however, 
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arises from the fact that so soon as he 
quotes a Scotsman to prove the undeniable 
fact that beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder, the otherwise phlegmatic English 
hornets bestir themselves and at once 
leap into the fray. 

I married a Scots lass whom [ still 
believe possesses undoubted beauty. I 
have three bonny bairns no less endowed. 
If those who attack Hume would describe 
my wife as a gawk amd my children as 
unprepossessing, I would happily return 
the compliment concerning their own 
families—no doubt, with perfect honesty. 
Yet both of us might be right if, in fact, 


there is a right and wrong where beauty 


is concerned ! 

For my own part, the error might then 
be due to the superior form of education 
we receive this side of the Tweed so that 
the words of Plato—since we are all 
quoting the Classics—take on a peculiar 
significance— Beauty is a natural superi- 
ority.” 

By all means attack Mr. Ambrose 
through the weak chinks in his armour, 
but don’t hammer on his impregnable 
shield: For example, Ruskin was a Scot, 
and if he thought after due reflection that 
the useless parts of a building constitute 
Architecture, I have no doubt he had good 
grounds for that belief. He lived in 
England! 

Finally, of course, ‘‘ Kaines ” is a mis- 
print for ‘‘ Kames.” Kames was a 
Scotsman ! A. McNas. 

70, Glasserton-road, Glasgow, S.3. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The discussion on the nature of 
beauty which Mr. Eric Ambrose has 
started with his articles on “A New 
Approach to Criticism ” reminds me of the 
story that the late M. H. Baillie Scott 
used to tell against himself. He had 
designed a house not in his usual pictur- 
esque style, but in a rather unconventional 
mode of Georgian. When it was finished 
he asked the builder what he thought of 
It. 
“It reminds me of a_ bulldog,” 
replied the builder. ‘Its beauty is 
in its ugliness!” x. 


CLOSE TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR, — Some correspondence has 
appeared in your pages during 
recent weeks regarding the curiously 
‘close tendering” by certain firms of 
merchants or sub-contractors, in which 
the opinion is expressed that a “ price 
ring ’’ must be operating. 

The existence of these price agreements 
between manufacturers of similar articles 
has been known to most members of the 
building trade for many years. ‘These 
price agreements operate sometimes 
locally, and sometimes nationally. Surely, 
however, the system of price agreements 
is not confined to merchants, manufac- 
turers and sub-contractors? I seem to 
have heard that the R.I.B.A. have issued 
a scale of fees to which their members 
are required to adhere. There is even 
such a thing as a “‘ union rate of wages ” 
for the operatives. Are not these “ price 
rings’? 


October 24 1952 


As far as I can see, the only difference 
between the price agreement of the 
manufacturer or merchant and the Scale 
of Fees, or rate of wages of the pro- 
fessional adviser or artisan, is that in the 
former case there is little to choose from 
as regards quality. Normally, all the 
articles from the various suppliers within 
a price agreement conform to a standard 
specification. In the case of the pro- 
fessional adviser or artisan, the ‘‘ standard 
rate”? is no guarantee that the services 
rendered will be of equal value. 

Price rings may not be a good thing for 
the general public or the consumer, but 
if we are to break them, at which end 
should we start ? 

BETWEEN Two STOOLs. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have been most interested in 
studying the reprint from The Builder 
on “The Cost of Building” showing 
variations from 1914 to date, prepared 
by Mr. H. J. Venning, F.R.I.C.S. If 
reliance can be placed upon the data 
provided it will undoubtedly prove useful 
to most architects. 

Before adopting it as an office reference 
for the history of rising costs in the 
building trade since 1939, however, I 
should greatly appreciate reassurance on 
two points, namely :— 

(1) Chart “‘ A” shows Building Costs 
as rising from about 246 on January 1, 
1950 to 257 on January 1, 1951, and to 
about 323 on January 1, 1952, whereas 
Chart ‘‘ B”’ seems to indicate comparable 
indexes of about 248, 320 and 327. In 
other words Chart “‘ A ” suggests that the 
maximum increase in building costs 
occurred during 1951, whereas Chart 
““B” indicates that it took place during 
1950. Could you possibly advise me 
whether I have mis-read the charts and, 
if not, which of them may be regarded as 
correct ? 

(2) Assuming, in order to illustrate my 
second point, that Chart “‘ A”’ is correct, 
the increase in building costs during 1951 
alone (257 to 323 = 66 points) is not 
much less than half the total increases in 
cost during the 11 years from September, 
1939 to the end of 1950 (100 to 257 = 157 
points). Is this really true ? 


P. H. KNIGHTON, 
Architect to the Newcastle 
Regional Hospital Board. 


Newcastle upon Tyne. 


Mr. Venning replies as follows to the 
points raised :— 

(1) Chart “A” was intended to be 
used for reference, and Chart ‘‘B” was 
attached only as a matter of interest and, 
although prepared from the same data, 
is to such a small scale that minor 
differences are inevitable. 

(2) The short answer to this is yes. 
The really steep rise was, of course, from 
the middle of 1950, and no doubt Mr. 
Knighton has noted that in the 1} years 
after this date the increase in cost of 
materials was roughly three-fifths of the 
total increase of the 10} years from 1939 
to that date, i.e., an even steeper increase 
than that shown for the cost of building. 
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LANDLORD & TENANT ACT, 1951 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We have just had a case under 
this Act decided in our favour at the 
Westminster County Court. 

The facts are that our lease here ex pires 
on December 25 next, and we applied for 
one year’s extension, which is allowable 
provided the business is retail. There 
was some doubt about this and the land- 
lord defended the action, contending 
first that the premises were not a shop 
within the meaning of the Act but show- 
rooms, stores and offices, and further, 
that if retail trade was carried on, it 
was a very small portion of the annual 
turnover. 

We did, in fact, carry on a small retail 
trade in the shape of key cutting and selling 
odd tins of paint, and this was the crux 
of the case: Are builders’ premises a 
retail shop within the meaning of that 
Act? The Judge decided so, and ex- 
tended the Lease for a further 12 months 
at the old rent. 

There must be many builders who 
occupy shops for office and workshop 
only, and provided they can prove that 
some retail trade is done, it seems they 
would get the protection of the Act. 


M. F. Fraw.ey, Managing Director, 
M. and F. Frawley, Ltd. 


21, Lawrence-place, W.C.2. 


TROPICAL HARDWOODS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The Senior Assistant Conservator 
of Forests, Malaya, Mr. C. O. 
Flemmich, denies, and then agrees [The 
Builder, October 10] with Mr. T. J. 
Price’s observations regarding pinhole 
borer attacks. 

In order to clarify the position: Pin- 
hole borers are found only in “ green ” 
timber, sometimes in standing decayed or 
over-matured trees, but most commonly 
in felled logs, when attack almost invari- 
ably takes place within days of the tree 
being felled. Platypodid or ambrosia 
beetles cannot live in seasoned wood, 
which in this condition is immune from 
reinfestation. 

The female beetles bore into both 
heartwood and sapwood, the latter often 
a large proportion of the total volume of 
the tree, and there lay their eggs. The 
bore holes become contaminated with a 
substance exuded from the female’s body 
which causes a fungal growth (discolouring 
the timber) on which the grubs feed 
when hatched. Thus the mechanical 
properties of the timber are not affected 
(as in the case of Lyctus infestation, where 
the grubs feed on the cell tissue and 
contents) unless the holes are very 
numerous. 

Research tests carried out under the 
direction of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, have found that 
benzine hexachloride, when properly 
applied, is extremely effective in prevent- 
ing attack by ambrosia beetles, bark 
beetles and wood borers. 


L. H. Bere, B.S. Floors. 


26,”Glaserton-road, 
Stamford-hill, N.16. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 

REGISTRATION COUNCIL 

Eighty-second Ordinary Meeting 

PROPOSAL of the Admission Commit- 

tee that no change be made in pro- 

cedure affecting the readmission to the 
Register, under Regulation 26(4), of archi- 
tects who have resigned, was approved by the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom at its  eighty-second 
ordinary meeting on October 17. Mr. E. D. 
Jefferiss Matthews was in the chair. 

It was a question of whether it was de- 
sirable that readmission under this regu- 
lation should continue to be obligatory as 
required by the terms of the present 
regulation, or whether the regulation should 
be amended so as to place the matter within 
the discretion of the council. 

The Committee were of the opinion that 
the regulation should not be amended for 
the following reasons:— 

In the first place, Regulation 26(4) as it 
stood was very useful in the case of archi- 
tects who went abroad for a time so that 
there was no necessity for them to remain 
on the U.K. Register. The Registrar was 
able to assure them that they would be re- 
stored at once on application should they 
return to this country. If the regulation 
was modified so that the matter was within 
the discretion of the Council, they would no 
longer be able to give that absolute assur- 
ance, and they would none of them feel so 
happy about resigning and leaving the matter 
to chance. 

Secondly, if a man resigned from the 
register, and when he applied to be restored, 
the council knew that he was doing some- 
thing they did not like, was it fair to refuse 
him readmission although there had been 
no disciplinary inquiry? If he had not re- 
signed the council would be unable to 
remove him without a disciplinary inquiry. 
To state the matter shortly, no man should 
be condemned without being given a fair 
trial. . Equally, if the conduct which they 
did not like did not in fact amount to dis- 
graceful conduct, had they any right to 
refuse him admission, seeing that had he 
not resigned from the Register, they would 
not have been able to remove him? 

The Committee recommended that in 
future a copy of the Code of Conduct should 
be sent to all persons applying for re- 
admission and that a form of receipt should 
be enclosed with the Code, as was the prac- 
tice in the case of persons applying for 
admission to the Register for the first time. 

The Admission Committee also stated in 
their report that as no applications: had been 
received under Regulation 26(6) since April, 
1949, viz: from persons serving or dis- 
charged from the armed forces, they 
recommended that this regulation being now 
obsolete should be withdrawn, together with 
Regulation 26(2) and (5) which were retained 
in the regulations as being matters referred 
to in the text of Regulation 26(6). 

This was also approved by the Council. 

125 applicants were admitted to the 
Register of whom 119 qualified by examin- 
ation under section 6(1)(c) of the Principal 
Act, five were architects who had resigned 
and were seeking readmission under section 
6(i)(d) of the Principal Act and under 
Regulation 26(4), and one applied under 
Section 6(1)(d) of the Principal Act and 
Regulation 26(b)—application supported by 
the “ Unattached ” Representatives. 

The total number of applications received 
under the 1938 Act and Regulations 26(a), 
(2), (5), (7) and (b), was 5,631. Of these 
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3,971 were recommended for admission, 
1,453 were rejected and 204 applications 
were withdrawn, leaving a balance still to 
be dealt with of three. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee submitted the accounts for the half- 
year ended June 30 last, together with the 
balance-sheet as at June 30 last. These were 
approved by the Council. 

On September 25 there were still 325 
Retention Fees unpaid and 8 payments of 
10s. only. The corresponding figure for 
1951 was 332 and 10 payments of 10s. only. 
For 1950 it was 275 and 11 payments of 
10s. only. 

The Committee reported that the names of 
the architects whose fees remained unpaid 
would be struck off the Register failing pay- 
ment by November 17, with the exception 
of architects resident overseas who would 
be granted an extension of time in which to 
pay. 

The Professional Purposes Committee 
reported that they had received an inquiry 
whether an architect might act as a land- 
scape contractor and had replied that an 
architect who was engaged in business as a 
landscape contractor, while not infringing 
the Code in so doing, would sooner or later 
find himself in difficulty having regard to 
Principle VII, Example (i), which prohibited 
carrying on business as a builder or dealer 
in building materials, and Principle VIII 
which prohibited an architect from accept- 
ing a position in which. his interest was in 
conflict with his professional duty. 

They had also received an inquiry whether 
an architect might act as a director of a 
furniture manufacturing company. The 
Committee were of opinion that the same 
considerations applied in this case as in the 
preceding case. 

Having considered an advertisement that 
appeared in the Press in which an archi- 
tect, commencing private practice, offered his 
services to a commercial or industrial, firm 
for part-time engagement on a retaining fee 
basis, the Committee were advised that in 
view of the terms of the Code, Principle 
Ill, Example (ii), which permitted advertise- 
ments in the Press relating to appointments 
vacant or required, there could be no charge 
of disgraceful conduct in this case. 

They, therefore, recommended that the 
Code be amended as advised by the Registrar 
in a Memorandum which was dealt with as a 
separate item on the agenda. When this 
came up before the Council, however, no 
agreement could be reached as to the terms 
of the amendment and the matter was 
accordingly referred back to the Committee. 

It was the view of various members of 
the Council that the time had now come 
when the Professional Purposes Committee 
should make a general review of the whole 
Code of Conduct, but it was decided that in 
view of the urgency of the amendment con- 
cerning advertisements in the Press, the Com- 
mittee should report further on this specific 
aspect of the Code at the next meeting of the 
Council and should review the whole Code 
in due course. 


Mr. G. W. Jackson’s Resignation 


A motion, proposed by Mr. W. H. 
Scanlan, that the Council should receive with 
regret the resignation of Mr. Gordon W. 
Jackson and resolve to place on record their 
sincere appreciation of the valuable services 
rendered“by him to the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Council of the United Kingdom over 
the period of 17 years, was carried 
unanimously. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Improvement Grants 


ON October 16, during the committee 

stage of the Housing (Scotland) Bill, 
Mr. Stuart, Secretary of State for Scotland, 
said that when improvement grants were 
introduced in 1949, a limit of £600 a house 
was placed on the cost of work which might, 
in the normal way of things, be approved 
for a grant. Applications over £600 a house 
could be approved only with the express 
consent of the Secretary of State. 

During the debate on the second reading 
of the Bill a number of members represented 
that, in view of the increases in building 
costs since 1949, the time had come for the 
£600 limit to be raised or abolished, and 
he was urged to exercise his power to make 
regulations prescribing a higher limit. He 
received similar representations from a num- 
ber of bodies in Scotland and, in particular, 
from the Association of County Councils 
and the Scottish Landowners’ Federation. 

The Government had considered those 
representations very carefully and had come 
to the conclusion that an increase in the 
limit was now justified. Accordingly, he 
proposed to lay before Parliament in the 
next day or two regulations raising the limit 
from £600 to £800. At the same time the 
regulations would raise the lower limit, 
which was designed to discourage trivial 
applications, from £100 to £150. He was 
authorised by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government to say that he proposed 
to make regulations to secure a_ similar 
increase in the limits of cost qualifying for 
improvement grants in England and Wales. 

The effect of the regulations would be 
that local authorities would now be in a 
position to deal with applications for grant 
for improvements costing between £150 and 
£800 without reference to the Secretary of 
State. Applications above the new limit 
might still be submitted by local authorities 
for the Secretary of State’s consent, and he 
would continue to look sympathetically at 
any case where there were special circum- 
stances, such as remoteness, to justify the 
high cost. He was satisfied that these altera- 
tions in the limits would encourage the wider 
use of the provisions of the 1950 Act for 
the improvement of existing houses, particu- 
larly in rural areas. 


Carlton House Terrace 


On October 14 Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Works what steps he was taking 
to repair the Carlton House-terrace side of 
the houses in Carlton House-terrace, which 
to-day were in a most dilapidated condition. 

Mr. ECCLEs said that a contract had been 
placed for the redecoration of the exterior 
of the houses in Carlton House-terrace. 


Unemployed Building Workers 


On October 16 Lt.-CoL. LipTon asked the 
Minister of Labour how many men and 
women were registered as unemployed at 


the Brixton Employment Exchange and 
how the figures compared with a year ago. 
SiR WALTER MONCKTON said the figures 
were 1,257 males and 424 females at Sep- 
tember 15, 1952, compared with 531 males 
and 183 females at September 17, 1951. — 
Asked by Lt.-Cor. Lipton if he could 
explain why there had been this marked 
and continual worsening of the unemploy- 
ment situation among the building workers 
in the London area since he became Minister 
of Labour, Sir W. MONCKTON said that the 
figures he had given for September 15, 1952, 
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represented just over 2 per cent. of the esti- 
mated total number of employees in the 
building industry in the area. Although 
there had been an increase, he did not think 
it was so startling as had been suggested. 

Mr. ARTHUR Lewis asked if the Minister 
could explain how, if there was urgent need 
for houses, schools, factories, hospitals and 
sanatoria in London, there could be any 
unemployed building trade workers at all. 

Sir W. MONCKTON said he was not in a 
position either to provide all the money that 
would be wanted or the materials that would 
be wanted of the particular kind required 
in a particular place. 

Lt.-CoL. LIPTON gave notice that, in view 
of the unsatisfactory nature of the reply, 
he would raise the matter again. 


London Builders’ Conference 

On October 21 Lt.-CoL. Lipton asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would investigate the price- 
fixing arrangements operated by the London 
Builders’ Conference in respect of tenders 
to local authorities for building contracts. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he understood that 
the President of the Board of Trade wouid 
bear this in mind in considering matters for 
reference to the Monopolies Commission. 

Mr. Percy WELLS, the Labour member 
for Faversham, then asked: Is the Minister 
aware that the Minister of Works has already 
conferred with me and the Kent County 
Council on this matter as a result of which 
action is being taken or contemplated that 
will stop the unsocial activities of the London 
Builders’ Conference and its regional 
branches? 

Mr. MACMILLAN: I am glad the hon. 
gentleman should have paid this tribute to 
the President of the Board of Trade. > 

Mr. Bossom asked the President of the 
Board of Trade if he would direct the 
Monopolies Commission to inquire into the 
activities of the London Builders’ Confer- 
ence and other similar bodies throughout the 
country whose practices were objected to by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and 
the Federation of Master Builders, and which 
increased the cost of housing and building 
generally. 

Mr. HENRY Strauss, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade, in a written 
reply, said that the President would bear this 
in mind in considering matters for reference 
to the Commission. 

Historic Houses 

On October 14 Mr. Jay asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he had 
any statement to make on the Government's 
policy for the preservation of historic houses. 

Mr. BUTLER said he regretted that he 
could not at present add anything to what 
was said by the Financial Secretary in his 
answer to Mr. Colegate on July 10, and in 
the adjournment debate on August 1. He 
hoped to make a statement shortly. 


Housing for U.S. Forces 


On October 20 Mr. Proctor asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would make representations to the 
United States Government to build housing 
accommodation for their Forces personnel 
stationed in this country and to supply from 
their own resources the materials for this 
operation so as not to affect our own hous- 
ing programme. 

Mr. MarPLEs (who replied) said that this 
was a matter which could be arranged by 
mutual understanding and goodwill. 
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¥. STOCKDALE HARRISON, 
FRIBA 


We regret to announce that the death of 
Mr. J. Stockdale Harrison, F.R.I.B.A,, 
the architect of the De Montfort Hall, 
Leicester, and the Usher Hall, Edinburgh, 
occurred at his home at Leicester on 
October 16. He was 78 years of age. 

Born in 1874, he was trained at the 
Leicester Art Schools and joined the firm 
of architects founded by his -father at 
Leicester. Both the De Montfort Hall 
and the Usher Hall were winning designs 
in competitions, and the firm also won 
competitions for housing schemes organ- 
ised by the the Leicester Corporation. 
Harrison, together with his father and 
brother, was responsible for numerous 
industrial and commercial buildings in 
and around Leicester. He was for a time 
a member of the council of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects and honor- 
ary surveyor of the Framework Knitters’ 
Company. His other works included 
schemes for the British United Shoe 
Machinery Co., Ltd., Leicester ; Herbert 
Morris and Co., Ltd., of Loughborough ; 
and Messrs. N. Corah and ‘Sons, Ltd., of 
Leicester. He also designed boot and 
shoe factories for Messrs Stead and 
Simpson, of Leicester and Daventry; 
clothing factories for Messrs. Hart and 
Levy of Leicester ; as well as works for 
the Copewell Horsenail Co. and Barclays 
Banks in Leicester. 


WILLIAM WILLIAMSON, FRIBA 


We regret to record the death at the 
age of 81 of Mr. William Williamson, 
a senior partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Williamson and Hubbard, chartered archi- 
tects, Kirkcaldy, Fife. One of the recent 
projects carried out by his firm was the 
scheme of eight-storey flats for the City of 
Edinburgh at Gorgie. Mr. Williamson 
was also architect for a number of Kirk- 
caldy schools, Kirkcaldy Ice Rink, 
Cameron Hospital and Kirkcaldy Police 
Chambers. 


E. A. THOROGOOD 


The death has taken place suddenly 
at Bognor of Mr. E. A. Thorogood, 
chairman of Thorogood: and Sons, of 
Surbiton. The firm have long been 
members of the L.M.B.A., and Mr. 
Thorogood was active in its affairs, 
particularly in the South-Western Area 
where he was chairman in 1946 and 1947. 
A member of the L.M.B.A. Council for 
several years, for the past three he had 
been a member of the Administrative 
Committee. He also served on many 
other committees, and was an active 
member of the L.M.B.A.’s Conciliation 
Panels and Disputes Commissions, over 
many of which he presided. He was a 
founder-member of the Surbiton Rotary 
Club. 


ARCHITECT’S APPOINTMENT 

Mr. Jack WuitTTLe, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., chartered architect and plan- 
ning consultant, has been appointed 
Deputy Borough Architect and Planning 
Officer to the County Borough of West 
Ham. He takes up his appointment on 
November 1. 
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REDEVELOPMENT OF THE 
CITY 


Plan for Cheapside Approved 


PROPOSALS for the redevelopment of 
Cheapside and adjoining land were 
approved (subject to the provision of shops) 
by the Court of Common Council of the 
City of London at its meeting on October 
16. The area consists of the war-damaged 
sites to the north of Cheapside, Honey-lane 
Market, Milk-street Buildings, Freeman’s- 
court, Trump-street, and Lawrence-lane. 
After agreeing to the scheme the court made 
the necessary compulsory purchase order. 
The capital cost was put at over £500,000. 
In a report to the Common Council the 
improvements and town planning committee 
states that redevelopment of the unit can be 
carried out without heavy financial loss to 
the corporation only by the acquisition of all 
the interests in the area and the disposal of 
surplus land to a suitable developer on build- 
ing lease. The properties to be dealt with 
are: 101 to 111, Cheapside (vacant sites); 
112, Cheapside (standing and occupied 
buildings); 113 to 116, Cheapside, and 2, 
Honey-lane Market (standing and derelict 
buildings); 3 to 11, Honey-lane Market 
(vacant sites); 1, 2, and 3, Milk-street Build- 
ings (standing but derelict buildings); 4 to 8, 
Milk-street Buildings (vacant sites); 9 and 10, 
Milk-street Buildings (standing but derelict 
buildings); 11 and 12, Milk-street Buildings 
(vacant sites); 1, Freeman’s-court (standing 
and occupied buildings); 2 to 4, Freeman’s- 
court, 7 to 10, Trump-street, and 28 to 30, 
Lawrence-lane (vacant sites). 

The total area of the unit, including exist- 
ing roads, is about 53,434 sq. ft. Certain of 
the interests are already in the possession 
of the corporation. 

In their final report the consultants (Dr. 
Holden and Professor Holford) provided for 
a road under Cheapside, but the Common 
Council later approved a scheme in substitu- 
tion for this proposal. The revised plan pro- 
vides for the elimination of the internal 
pedestrian ways and for setting back the 
building lines on the perimeter of the area 
to permit the widening of Cheapside to 74 ft., 
the redevelopment of Milk-street to a 
nominal width of 32 ft., and the construction 
of a new 32-ft.-wide street on the line of 
Russia-row and Trump-street. 

During the discussion at last week’s meet- 
ing, Mr. J. A. CHAPPELL said that he was 
disturbed that the report made no mention 
of shops. Cheapside had been a shopping 
centre from the most ancient times and it 
would be a disaster if there were to be great 
blocks of buildings. He moved an amend- 
ment designed to secure shops on the ground 
floors of buildings facing Cheapside. 

Mr. CHAPPELL refused to withdraw his 
amendment and the report was carried with 
the addition of a clause providing that 
ground floors facing Cheapside should con- 
sist of shops. 


L.C.C. SCHOOL BUILDING 
Cut in 1953-54 Programme 


THe L.C.C. general purposes sub-com- 
mittee report that the Minister of Education 
is not prepared to approve an educational 
building programme for 1953-54 greater in 
value than that for 1952-53, i.e., about £4m. 
The programme put forward was estimated 
at £5,033,466. She has, however, approved 
bringing into the 1952-53 programme pro- 
jects for two schools estimated to cost 
£630,563. 


THE BUILDER 


HOUSING BURDEN ON 
LONDON RATES 


Three Times Heavier than in 1939 


THE burden on London County Council 

rates caused by deficiency on the main 
housing account, covering dwellings pro- 
vided since January, 1919, is now more than 
three times what it was in 1938-39, 

A report of the finance committee for 
1951-52, presented to the council on Tuesday, 
shows a total deficiency on housing accounts 
of £4,066,636, which includes £3,553,308 
on the main housing account. Towards 
this last figure the Exchequer provided 
47.69 per cent.; the remainder was met 
from the rates by a statutory contribution of 
20.94 per cent. and an additional 31.37 per 
cent. to balance the account. In 1938-39 the 
Exchequer provided 60.66 per cent. and the 
rates a statutory contribution of 30.37 per 
cent. and 8.97 per cent. to balance the 
account. 

The finance committee remarks that 
although the annual subsidy has approxi- 
mately doubled since 1938-39, while the 
statutory rate contribution has increased by 
about two-thirds only, the total rate burden 
is three times what it was in that year, and 

.the additional rate contribution necessary 
is nearly eight-and-a-half times the amount 
before the war. 

The reasons for this substantial increase 
are that rents and subsidies for dwellings 
built before the war have not been increased 
to meet higher costs of supervision and 
management; and that the high costs of 
cottages built since the war, compared with 
the standard costs on which subsidies and 
statutory rate contributions are based, have 
left large deficiencies which are far from 
covered by the rents charged. 

Cost of supervision and management was 
£848,705, or £5 18s. a dwelling: this was an 
increase of 14s. in a year. The cost of 
maintaining the waiting list was £144,245. 
For all dwellings built since 1919 the aver- 
age cost was £1 Os. 7d. a week, of which 
12s. 1d. was borne by the tenant. 


“ BASIC ROAD STATISTICS, 1952” 
Some Points of Interest 


THE British Road Federation has issued 
from 4a, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1 (price 
1s.), “ Basic Road Statistics for 1952.” Items 
of inteyest in this collection of facts and 
figures include :— 

Motor Vehicles continue to increase, and 
totalled 4,620,913 in 1951. (This does not 
include Government-owned vehicles.) 

Motor Taxation for the year ended March, 
1952, was £246,617,000, an all-time record. 
(It is estimated that the total for the year 
ending March, 1953, will be £335 million, 
and the amount allocated by the Government 
to roads is £33 million.) 

Vehicle Density is still greater in Britain 
than in any other country. It stood last 
year at 18.1 per mile, compared with 
America’s 17.1 and Belgium’s 16.5. 

Exports of motor-vehicles and chassis 
from the U.K. in 1951 totalled £240,485,609, 
an increase of £24,548,597 on the 1950 figure. 

Motor Fuel Consumption last year was 
1,991 million gallons, 27 per cent. more than 
in 1938. (85 per cent. of the motor fuel 
used in Britain is consumed by commercial 
vehicles.) 

Tramcars were down to 4,210 in 1951. 
Highest number was 14,244 in 1923. 
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ADDITIONS TO LONDON HOTEL 
More Accommodation for Coronation 
To increase London’s hotel accommoda- 

tion in time for the Coronation, the 
Dorchester, Park-lane, is building a new 
addition which will provide another 30 
bedrooms, all with private bathrooms, a self- 
contained penthouse and a banqueting room. 

Twenty of the rooms have been designed 
with furniture which enables a bedroom to 
be quickly converted into an attractive 
sitting-room. 

The bathrooms, which will be more 
spacious, than the usual first-class hotel 
bathrooms, have also been specially 
designed. 

Above the 30 bedrooms, which will be 
level with the 7th floor, will be built a pent- 
house with its own gardens. The décor and 
furniture of the penthouse are being designed 
by Mr. Oliver Messel. 

Above the penthouse and level with the 
8th and top floors of the hotel there will be 
a private dining salon to accommodate a 
luncheon or dinner party of 12 to 15 guests. 
This also will have its own garden with 
ornamental pool and fountain, and on warm 
evenings diners will be able to take cocktails 
before dinner in the open-air high above 
London. 

Architects for the additions are Messrs. W. 
Curtis Green, R.A., Son and Lloyd. Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons will be the con- 
tractors. It is not yet known who will be 
carrying out the furnishings. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 
Minister Allows Construction of New 
Access to Woodford Premises 


AN APPEAL by Mr. E. Willis against the 
refusal of Wanstead and Woodford Borough 
Council to permit the construction of a new 
means of access to premises at No. 162, 
Chigwell - road, South Woodford, has been 
allowed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. 

In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that, while he entirely agrees with the 
Council’s policy of limiting the accesses for 
vehicles along this length of classified road, 
he considers that the potential danger to 
traffic arising from the appellant’s proposal 
is not such as would justify a refusal of 
permission. 


Retention of Vehicle Body on Land at 
South Hayling: Minister’s Decision 
THE MInIsTER of Housing and Local Gov- 

ernment has considered the appeal of Mr. 

G. R. Collier against the refusal of Hamp- 

shire County Council to permit the retention 

of a vehicle body, which the appellant pro- 
posed to use as extra living accommodation 

-at week-ends, on a site fronting an unmade 

road on the Eastoke Estate, South Hayling. 
The Minister states that he sees no reason 

why simple structures should not be per- 
mitted for holiday purposes, provided they 
are of reasonably good construction and 
appearance, but he agrees with the Council 
that old vehicle bodies converted into make- 
shift living accommodation are bound to 
prejudice the character of such an area, and 
he is not prepared to grant permission for 
this particular structure to remain any longer 
than is necessary for the appellant to 
arrange for it to be removed, or replaced 
by something more seemly. He has decided, 
therefore, to grant permission for the reten- 
tion of the W.D. lorry body for six months, 
subject to the condition that it shall be 
removed at the expiration of this period. 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 


Annual Conference at the L.M.B.A. 
[By Our Own Representative | 


(THE third of the annual conferences on 

Building Education which have been 
arranged by the L.M.B.A. between the 
employers’ side of the industry and repre- 
sentatives of the schools of building, 
technical colleges, and others concerned, was 
held at the L.M.B.A., 47, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, on October 17. Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, president of the L.M.B.A., was in the 
chair. 

After a short introductory address by Mr. 
Woodbine Parish, Mr. G. H. A. HUGHEs, 
director of the L.M.B.A., gave a brief resumé 
of action taken in the past year. Mr. Hughes 
said that the first two conferences had made 
it clear that there was a need for permanent 
liaison between the L.M.B.A. and building 
educationists; the Education Liaison Com- 
mittee had accordingly been set up. 


Continuing, Mr. Hughes said that his 
Association had gone ahead with the prize 
scheme, which was in three parts. The first 
“ consisted of the award of the L.M.B.A. 
medals; the second the L.M.B.A. prize of 
£5, plus a citation, which was made to all 
building schools in the region; and the third 
consisted of setting up, in each of the 
L.M.B.A.’s 11 areas, of area prize funds. 

A recommendation which had been well 
received was the appointment in large firms 
of an education officer, and the Association 
now had a substantial list of education 
officers appointed by member firms. In 
addition, close liaison had been maintained 
with the Public Schools Advisory Bureau, 
which had resulted in a number of boys 
being placed in the industry. 

The conference then settled down to dis- 
cussing various matters raised either by the 
educationists or the employers’ representa- 
tives. 


Craft Training 


The first question to be raised for dis- 
cussion under this heading, suggested by 
West Molesey and West Malden county 
secondary schools, concerned the teaching 
of trades other than woodworking in second- 
ary schools. A headmaster spoke of the 
opposition to vocational training in 
secondary schools, but it was all right if sub- 
jects could be labelled “ cultural ” instead of 
“ vocational.” Several speakers emphasised 
the need for bringing reality into the 
curriculum of secondary schools. 


Erith Technical College raised the ques- 
tion of training for apprentices, learners, 
labourers and mates. On the shortage of 
apprentices in the industry, one speaker 
wanted the L.M.B.A. to tell its members that 
they must employ one apprentice to every 
25 journeymen instead of merely recom- 
mending this practice as at present. Mr. 
WoopBINE PARISH said that it would be 
disastrous to make apprenticeship com- 
pulsory—it could only end in lowering the 
standard of the crafts. He said that the 
present controls to which the building indus- 
try were subject were such that very few 
firms could see into the future sufficiently 
to plan far ahead to take apprentices. 
Nevertheless, the industry was striving hard 
to recruit additional numbers of boys. 

Mr. Farrow (L.M.B.A.) raised the ques- 
tion of whether the training for apprentices 
was too academic. He was concerned about 
the extent of cancellations of deeds (16 per 
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cent. in the London region) which prompted 
him to ask: Is the training wrong? Was 
it of too high a standard for the rank and 
file? Many of the present-day apprentices 
were of the type that they would see back 
as foremen in a few years, but they must 
not only train future foremen. Mr. Farrow 
instanced the very advanced training given 
to painting apprentices at the technical 
schools, yet not one in a hundred would 
ever have the opportunity to do the sign- 
writing or paint murals, as they had been 
taught. This, he suggested, led to disap- 
pointment when apprenticeship was over. 


Another speaker criticised the City and 
Guilds of London Institute for being “airy 
fairy” in their attitude to painting and 
decorating—this did not apply so much in 
the case of the other trades. 


Mr. D.° E. WHEATLEY (City and Guilds 
of London Institute) said that the syllabus 
was decided by representatives from all sides 
of the industry, and all syllabuses were 
mutually agreed by them. He would, how- 
ever, report the feelings of the meeting on 
this matter, as they were always anxious to 
keep abreast of the changing needs of the 
industry. 


There was a lively discussion on the con- 
tinuation of day release classes after the 
age of 18, a subject raised by the South- 
East London Technical College, Brixton 
School of Building and the L.M.B.A. Mr. 
HEATH (S.E.L.T.C.) thought the building 
industry was still behind the engineering 
industry in the matter of allowing employees 
to continue day release to finish their train- 
ing after the age of 18. Boys were not 
wasting their time at day classes, and he 
thought that they could with advantage 
arrange local area meetings to show the 
employers what was being done in this field. 


Mr. MANSELL (L.M.B.A.) spoke of some 
of the employers’ difficulties. Often they 
found it was the dull boy who needed to con- 
tinue beyond the age of 18; also, if a boy 
stayed on his rate became high compared 
with that of others. Nevertheless, he was 
sure that employers did their best in this 
matter, and he made a plea for direct con- 
sultation of the builder concerned by the 
educational authorities. 


Mr. WoopBINE ParISH said that practical 
economics had their influence on the matter. 
The L.M.B.A. was definite in not allowing 
the continuation after 18 of day release 
unless the apprentice continued to attend 
evening classes as well. An apprentice cost 
an employer about £100 a year, and any 
general increase in this figure would put 
apprenticeship back. 


Advanced Training 


The question of training schemes for 
office staff was raised by the South-East 
London Technical College and East Ham 
Technical College. Mr. HEATH (S.E.L.T.C.) 
thought that little was done for office staff 
and classes for this type of employee were 
not well supported. He thought that more 
should be done to encourage them. 


The Polytechnic raised the question of the 
teaching of structures. The speaker thought 
that too much emphasis was put on the 
teaching of structural steel, and not enough 
on reinforced concrete and on timber and 
other forms of construction. What was 
required by master builders in this sphere, 
especially in regard to the design of form- 
work? It would be most useful if they would 
give the colleges a considered reply. . 
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Post-Advanced Training 


Discussion under this head centred mainly 
on the training of foremen. Willesden 
Technical College raised the question of the 
issue of completion certificates for foremen 
so that they had something to show when 
they had completed their course. It was 
difficult to get men to attend foremanship 
classes, and the issue of certificates would 
encourage attendance. MR. WOOoDBINE 
PaRISH said that the Standing Committee for 
the Training of Foremen had given very 
careful thought to the issue of certificates. 
The position was that no certificate issued 
by a college would be accepted by the indus- 
try as a passport to foremanship. 


Mr. Hay (Ministry of Education) said 
that they would like to see a certificate issued 
for foremanship, as they believed that this 
would help. 


Mr. WoopsinE ParisH spoke of the diffi- 
culties of completing courses by employees 
of the large mobile contractors. 


Mr. Farrow (L.M.B.A.), speaking for the 
smaller builder, said they were concerned 
about the future, in five or ten years’ time. 
Most of their foremen were getting on in 
years, and they wanted-to see replacements 
trained. Miss MASTERTON thought that the 
difficulties over attendance were definitely 
connected with the lack of issue of certifi- 
cates. 

Mr. WHEATLEY (City and Guilds) spoke of 
the need for training craft foremen, inter- 
mediate between the administrative foreman 
and the craftsman; he thought that there was 
a great field for this work. Mr. E. M. 
Rice, F.R.I.B.A. (Hammersmith School of 
Building), thought they would have to make 
up their minds to cater for small classes of 
a dozen or so on foremen’s courses. 


Another subject that aroused considerable 
interest was that of degree courses in build- 
ing; this was raised by the L.M.B.A. Mr. 
FULLERTON (L.M.B.A.) said that they should 
press for a degree course in building at the 
universities; he was quite sure that the indus- 
try could absorb a number of such graduates. 
He suggested that they should inaugurate a 
similar scheme to that already adopted by 
the civil engineering industry. Several other 
speakers affirmed their belief in the 
absorptive capacity of the industry for this 
type of entrant. 


HOUSING IN THE WEST RIDING 
Thorne Council’s Plans 


THORNE RuRAL Councit agreed at their 
meeting on October 15 to plans for the 
development of the East Lane and Kirton 
Lane Estate at Stainforth. In addition to 
14 bungalows, there will be eight three- 
bedroom parlour-type houses, 28 three-bed- 
room houses and 24 two-bedroom houses. 


The Council is to ask the Ministry of 
Housing for consent to borrow £70,500 for 
the erection of 56 houses on the South 
Common estate at Thorne. 


A tender from a Thorne firm of contrac- 
tors at £68,800 had been accepted subject to 
Ministry approval. 


An application for a licence to rebuild the 
fire-damaged Empire Cinema at Thorne 
Moorends at an estimated cost of £25,000 
has been made to the Ministry of Works 
on behalf of a private firm. 


The Council are to ask West Riding C.C. 
to provide a new overhead bridge over the 
Thorne-Keadby canal on the Doncaster road. 
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WAGES FLUCTUATION 
CLAIMS 


Eastern Federation’s Experiment 


[HE Eastern Federation of Building 

Trades Employers has now agreed, on 
an experimental basis, an arrangement for 
claims under Clause 25A of the R.I.B.A. 
Standard Form of Contract for wages to be 
calculated on a percentage basis. It is felt 
by the Federation’s director, Mr. R. W. 
Porter, F.C.1LS., A.S.A.A., A.I.M.T.A., that 
the experiment will be of widespread in- 
terest, and we accordingly publish the follow- 
ing account of the arrangement, which has 
been prepared for the Eastern Federation’s 
monthly bulletin: — 

Many times we have discussed at regional 
and local level the vast amount of work in- 
volved in preparing fluctuation claims under 
Clause 25A of the R.I.B.A. Standard Form 
of Contract. Equally often “ short-cuts” 
have also been considered, particularly in 
wages Claims, and proposals have been made, 
without success, to our National Federation. 
We therefore feel that the following news 
which is contained in a special circular to 
local authorities in the Eastern Counties will 
be most welcome. 

The following scheme has been discussed 
at meetings of the Regional Joint Committee 
for the Building and Civil Engineering Indus- 
tries, at which the Ministries of Works and 
Housing and Local Government, and both 
sides of the building industry, are repre- 
sented. The object of the scheme is to save 
time and labour in the calculation of 
amounts payable under the wage fluctuation 
clause of contracts, by the use of a previously 
agreed formula. 

The Committee consider that the scheme 
has sufficient merit to warrant its use ex- 
perimentally to gain practical experience of 
how it would work. It has been suggested 
that local authorities in the Region may be 
willing to forward this experiment by agree- 
ing with builders to introduce this formula 
as a condition of new contracts for tradi- 
tional house-building. The fullest benefit 
would be secured if appropriate provision 
could be made for the use of this scheme 
when tenders are invited. 

It is understood that the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government would not object 
in principle to the use of such a formula 
on an experimental basis where both locai 
authority and contractor so desire. 


Suggested Formula 


The actual formula is a matter for agree- 
ment between the parties, but the Ministries 
of Works and Housing and Local Govern- 
ment suggest that the following clause may 
serve as a suitable basis:— 

For any increase or decrease of 1d. per 
hour in the standard time-rates of all 
craftsmen and labourers, the agreed per- 
centage will be applied to the measured 
value of the work executed after the date 
of the alteration in the wage-rate, and the 
percentage will be adjusted pro rata for 
any increase or decrease other than 1d. 

The measured value will comprise pre- 
liminaries, measured work and day work 
but not prime cost sums and profit thereon. 
The percentage will be deemed to include 
any increase or decrease in the amounts 
payable in travelling time, or time lost 
through inclement weather, arising solely 
out of any alteration in wage rates, but 
will. not include any increase or decrease 
in overtime or night-shift rates. 

The amount of the percentage will be for 
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the local authority to determine, in the light 
of the nature of the works, and to insert in 
the tender documents, but it should not, 
on the evidence already available, exceed 
1 per cent. 

It is hoped that this opportunity of saving 
overheads and the encouragement it will give 
to speedier completion will result in some 
saving being passed on to the builder-owner. 
To reap the full benefit of this concession 
it is essential, as has been emphasised, that 
local authorities should in their invitations 
to tender intimate the basis on which, if 
agreed, these claims will be computed. 

The I.L.0. Asian Apprenticeship Group, 
which has been on a_visit to this country, 
stayed at Bury St. Edmunds on October 21, 
when the Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers arranged a programme in- 
cluding a visit to the local technical school, 
a show of technical films, a visit to a housing 
site, and a tour of Bury St. Edmunds. In 
the evening the Federation entertained the 
delegation to an informal dinner. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION AT 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


“Careers in Building ” at Technical 
College in November 


A “CAREERS IN BUILDING” Exhibition, 
showing what the building industry has to 
offer to young men at school-leaving age, 
will be held at the Wolverhampton and 
Staffordshire Technical College, Wulfruna- 
street, Wolverhampton, from November 3-8 
inclusive. The exhibition, organised by the 
Governors of the Wolverhampton and 
Staffordshire Technical College in association 
with the Ministry of Works, will be officially 
opened on November 3 at 2.30 p.m. by Sir 
Percy Mills, K.B.E., Housing Adviser to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 
The exhibition will be open daily from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Ministry’s exhibits will be:— 

“Careers in Building,” emphasising pride 
of craftsmanship and showing the possibili- 
ties of advancement offered by craft training. 

“ Building Research and Housing,” show- 
ing how the main stages of house construc- 
tion can be achieved with economy, speed 
and efficiency. 

Among special features of the exhibition 
will be:— 

Trade Section.—Representative displays by 
local firms of materials used in building and 
of latest developments in non-traditional 
methods of construction. 

Housing. — Wolverhampton Corporation 
will show photographs and drawings of 
houses and other buildings erected by their 
Borough Engineer’s Department. 

Public Utilities—-Modern domestic appli- 
ances will be on view, to show the latest 
practices in the installation of gas and electric 
services. 

Powered Hand Tools.—Demonstration of 
the use of these valuable aids to increased 
productivity. 

Craft Competition for Apprentices in 
plumbing, bricklaying and carpentry will be 
held on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings respectively, starting at 7.15 p.m. 
College classes and workshops will be open 
to visitors and examples of students’ work 
will be displayed. 

Films, Lectures—Films of interest to the 
building industry will be shown daily. On 
Thursday evening, November 6, there will 
be a lecture on “ Prestressed Concrete” by 
Mr. E. H. Cooley, M.A., A.M.1.Struct.E., of 
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M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 


November Programme 


THE programme of Ministry of Works 
discussion lectures for November is as 
follows:— 


November 3.—‘* Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,” 
by H. A. Cox. Isle of Wight Technical College, Building 
Department, Hunnyhill, Newport. 7.15 p.m. 

November 4.—“ Painting Traditional Buildings,’’ by 
T. A. Baker. Gas Offices, Cheltenham. 7.30 p.m. 

November 4.—‘* Underpinning of Buildings,’ by 
F. D.C. Henry. Technical College, Queen-street South, 
Huddersfield. 7.15 p.m. 

November 6.—‘* Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,”’ by 
G. Lloyd Ackers. Polytechnic, High-road, Tottenham, 
N.15. 7.15 p.m. 

November 6.—“ Prestressed Concrete,’’ by E. H. 
Cooley. Technical College, Wolverhampton. 7.15 p.m. 

November 7.—‘‘ Site Investigation,’’ by N. W. B. 
Clarke. College of Art, Green-lane, Derby. 7.15 p.m. 

November 10.—‘ British Standards and Codes of 
Practice for Building,’’ by C. Roland Woods. Offices of 
the Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 7.30 p.m. 

November 11.—‘* Architecture To-day,’ by Professor 
W. B. Edwards. Technical College, Darlington. 7.0 p.m. 

November 11.—‘* Dampness in Buildings,’’ by A. G. 
Day. Technical College, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m. 

November 12.—‘‘ Lightweight Concrete,”’ 
Whitaker. 
7.15 p.m. 

November 13.—‘‘ The Importance of Timber in Build- 
ing,’ by J. Jowett. Technical College, The Green, 
Sunderland. 7.0 p.m. 

November 14.—‘‘ Good Practice in Domestic Drain- 
age,’’ by F. J. Crabb. ingh Chamber of Com- 
merce. 6.0 p.m. 

November 17.—‘‘ Building on Shrinkable Clay,’’ by 
A.D. M. Penman. Crown and Anchor Hotel, 10, West- 
gate-street, Ipswich. 8.0 p.m. | 

November 17.—‘* Recent Developments in Building 
Plant,’’ by A. MacNiven-Brown. Polytechnic, Selhurst- 
road, South Norwood, S.E.25. 7.30 p.m. 

November 18.—‘‘ A History of Road Construction,”’ 
by Percy Parr. Y.M.C.A., Connaught Hall, Blackett- 
street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7.0 p.m. 

November 18.—‘‘ Some Factors Influencing the Per- 
formance of Woodworking Machinery,’’ by P. Harris. 
Municipal College, Burnley. 7.15 p.m. 

November 18.—‘* Soil Mechanics in the Building 
Industry,’’ by A. L. Little. Technical College, Building 
Department, Albert-road, Southampton. 7.15 p.m. 

November 18.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation of 
Timber,”’ by J. Jowett. Schofield Technical College, 
Park-road, Mexborough. 7.15 p.m. 

November 19.—* Building on Shrinkable Clay,’’ by 
A. D. M. Penman. Technical College, Denzil-road, 
Willesden, N.W.10. 

November 19.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation of 
Timber,’ by W. A. Ireland. Carnegie Hall, Abington- 
street, Northampton. 7.15 p.m. 

November 19.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,”’ 
by G. Lloyd Ackers. Technical Institute, St. Anns- 
road, Eastbourne. 7.0 p.m. 

November 19.—‘* Water Supply Catchment, Collection, 
Purification and Distribution,’’ by J. M. Adams. Technical 
College, Manor-croft, Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

November 20.—“ Mining Subsidence Problems Affect- 
ing House Construction,” by H. A. Whitaker. College 
of Technology, Howard-street, Rotherham. 7.0 p.m. 

November 20.—“‘ The R.1.B.A. Form of Contract,”’ 
by R. Stanbury-Madeley. Technical College, Couldon- 
place, Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

November 25.—‘‘ Good Practice in Domestic Drain- 
age,’’ by F. J. Crabb. Technical College, St. George-gate, 
Doncaster. 7.15 p.m. 

November 26.—‘* Good Practice in Piumbing,’’ by 
G: Lloyd Ackers. Municipal College, Anglesea-road, 
Portsmouth. 7.15 p.m. 

November 26.—‘* Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,’’ by E. L. E. Westbrook. College of Technology, 
Byrom-street, Liverpool. 7.15 p.m. 

November 26.—‘*‘ New Timbers and Their Uses,”’ by 
an officer of the Timber Development Association. 
Stroud Technical Institute, Stroud. 7.30 p.m. 

November 27.—** Surface Finishes of Concrete,’’ by 
J. G. Wilson. Technical College, Chesterfield-road 
South, Mansfield. 7.15 p.m. 

November 27.—‘ Prestressed Concrete,’’ by S. White. 
Technical College, Workington. 7.0 p.m. 

November 27.—‘‘Small Heating and Ventilating 
Installations,” by C. H. Doherty. Lecture Theatre, 
M.O.W. Building, Ashley-street, Birmingham. 7.15 p.m. 

November 27.—“ Prestressed Concrete,” by F. Walley. 
Main Hall, South East London Technical Institute, 
Lewisham-way, S.E.4. 7.30 p.m. 

November 28.—“ Advantages of Thermal Insulation of 
Building Structures,’”? by E. W. Herrington. Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


by T. 


Technical College, Bell-street, Wakefield. 
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PENSIONS FOR BUILDING 
WORKERS 
Nottingham Asscciation’s Scheme 


MTHE Nottingham and District Association 

of Building Trades Employers has 
adopted a retirement ‘benefit scheme spon- 
sored by an insurance company, and- is 
recommending the adoption of the scheme 
to all its members. 

An outline of the scheme, which is based 
on joint contributions by employee and 
employer, and was adopted by the Associa- 
tion at its half-yearly general meeting on 
October 7, was sent to all members last 
week. The scheme provides a capital sum 
with the option of a pension at age 65 for 
males and at age 60 for females, together 
with a death benefit and cover against per- 
manent and ‘total disablement. 

The nature of the scheme, the Associa- 
tion states, is most elastic and the cost to 
the employer can ‘be adjusted to suit indi- 
vidual requirements. The institution of such 
a scheme does improve the employee- 
employer relationship and will assist mem- 
bers in solving the important problem of 
turnover with regard to employees. 

More favourable terms are secured for 
employees in respect of pensions and other 
benefits than those terms available to indi- 
viduals and, furthermore, these favourable 
terms will also be granted to the employer 
in conjunction with the scheme. 

Expert advice and assistance will be given 
without obligation by the underwriters con- 
cerned, and calls will be made by the insurers 
on members who advise the Association that 
they are interested. 


WOODWORKING TECHNOLOGY 
Educational Aims of New Institute 


THE FIRST annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Machine Woodworking Tech- 
nology took place on October 11 at the 
Criterion Restaurant, London, W.1. The 
proceedings were opened by Mr. T. E. Hall, 
Dip.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., first president of the 
Institute, and Principal of Liverpool Col- 
lege of Building. 

The meeting was particularly well 
attended, and included members from Scot- 
land, Ireland, and all parts of England and 
Wales. 

In his presidential address, MR. HALL said: 
“To promote good practice, and encourage 
the study of the theory and practice of wood- 
working technology by machine processes is, 
I believe, the primary purpose of our Insti- 
tute, and if these be attended to assiduously 
the rest will surely follow.” 

Mr. Hall went on to refer to the recent 
circular, No. 255, issued by the Minister of 
Education, which emphasised the important 
contribution which technical colleges could 
make to advanced technology at the highest 
levels, by providing for an increased grant 
to education authorities to cover their 
expenditure in this category of work. “I 
believe that advanced studies in machine 
woodworking can be developed at these high 
levels in both full-time and part-time courses, 
and see no reason why such work should not 
qualify for the increased grant,” the speaker 
declared. “I am sure this is no vain hope, 
and look to the principals and staffs in our 
major colleges for some lead in this direc- 
tion.” 

The technical committee of the Institute 
was working out syllabuses and programmes 
of lectures to cover its own examination 
system. This was not intended to supplant 
the existing excellent arrangements of the 
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examination bodies but rather to supplement 
them. He hoped time would prove their 
value. 


_ ECONOMY WITH BRICKS 
New M.O.W. Economy Memorandum 


.UMBER 3 in the Ministry of Works 

new series of Economy Memoranda, 

published last week by H.M.S.O. (price 2d.), 
d2als with bricks, mainly for housing. 

The title, ““ Using Bricks to Best Advan- 
tage,” indicates its purpose and scope. There 
is no intention of disturbing or displacing 
traditional markets for bricks; nor, as an 
introductory note to the memorandum points 
out, of restricting the use of bricks in areas 
where the supply is plentiful. The recom- 
mendations made in the memorandum are 
meant to apply more particularly to and be 
helpful in areas where brick deliveries are 
inadequate. 

These recommendations are addressed 
primarily to housing authorities. Thus it 
is suggested to local authorities that brick 
requirements for their housing schemes can 
best be met by preparing a forward pro- 
gramme of their needs and ascertaining to 
what extent these can be met. Flexibility 
should be allowed to contractors in order 
to avoid delays, such as have occurred in 
the past, caused by insistence on particular 
types of bricks. 

For localities where brick supplies threaten 
to be inadequate, alternatives are suggested. 
These include:— 

Mass _ concrete 
ground level; 

Solid concrete blocks to party walls; 

Solid or hollow blocks for ground- and 
first-floor partitions. 

It is estimated that these and other alter- 
natives, none of which conflicts with by-law 
recommendations, would save more than 
6,500 bricks per semi-detached house of 
900 sq. ft., where ceiling height is 7 ft. 6 in. 
and 28 in. bricks are used. 

The memorandum does not apply to Scot- 
land, for which a separate edition will be 
issued. 


instead of bricks to 


Cement Economy 


THE ouTpuT of the Building Industry 
steadily expands. But, says the Ministry of 
Works, success brings its problems. 

Although deliveries of cement to the home 
market are running at 20,000 tons a week 
above last year, the cement industry is under 
great pressure to meet all demands. October 
and early November is normally the time 
when the consumption is highest. 

The Ministry therefore appeals to all users 
to exercise the utmost economy so that the 
available supplies of cement can be spread 
over as many building projects as possible, 
and the rise maintained in the productivity 
of the building industry. 


NEW SPIRIT ON THE SITE 
Builder Finds Surprising Change 
Mr. Davip EccLes, Minister of Works, in 
a speech at Leicester on October 18, said: 
A well-known builder, who has just returned 
to this country after nine months abroad, 
has described to me the surprising change in 
the British building industry since he went 
away. He has found that we are working 
better and producing more, and that on 
building sites there is a new spirit of expan- 
sion. The same goes for building materials. 
When the figures are checked we are likely 
to find that the output of bricks in September 
has broken all records. 
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ACCIDENTS ON SITE 
Firm Failed to Make Reports 


OW important it is that building con- 

tractors should realise that accidents at 
work should be reported to the local 
authority immediately, was emphasised by 
Mr. E. W. Brittain, a Factories Inspector, 
at Thames Magistrates Court, on October 
15, when Tersons, Ltd., of 1, Seward-street, 
E.C.1, pleaded guilty to two summonses for 
failure to report accidents to employees. 

By Act of Parliament a building site where 
work was in progress became a factory, said 
Mr. Brittain. Employers were required to 
notify the local authority of any accidents 
that occurred on the site. 

This was extremely important as it might 
become necessary to investigate the cause of 
the accident and any delay could mean that 
the features of the site underwent a com- 
plete change before they could be inspected. 

It was both a protection for the employer 
and the employee. 

Mr. L. B. Flatau, solicitor defending, said 
that Tersons, Ltd., employed about 5,000 
persons on contract. Much of their work 
was done in the East End of London. 

They employed a firm of safety engineers 
and had assumed that it was _ their 
responsibility to notify the local authority of 
accidents. This was not the case, and two 
accidents had gone unreported. 

The omission was very much regretted and 
a close watch would be kept in future. 

The magistrate (Mr. Seymour Collins) 
imposed a fine of £10. 


SOFTWOOD IMPORTS 
Another 500,000 Standards Authorised 


To ENSURE adequate supplies of softwood, 
the Government have already authorised the 
timber trade to place orders for 500,000 
standards of timber for delivery next year. 
Although it was made clear at the time that 
this was to be a first instalment, uncertainty 
about the total quantity the trade would be 
permitted to import has been creating diffi- 
culties in the market. The Ministry of 
Materials has now informed the chairman of 
the Timber Trade Federation that authority 
will be given for the purchase and importa- 
tion of another 500,000 standards, making 
the total of imports for 1953 not less 
than a million standards. 

No timber has been bought on Govern- 
ment account this year, but more than 
400,000 standards have been brought in from 
North America under outstanding Govern- 
ment contracts. Private buying this year 
has been limited to 450,000 standards. 


Stecks Lower 


The T.D.A. estimate that stocks of soft- 
woods at the end of this year will amount 
to 400,000 to 500,000 standards, a decrease 
of 200,000 to 300,000 standards compared 
with the end of 1951. 


Guide to the Excess Profits Levy 


Just issued by the Federation of British 
Industries, “Guide to the Excess Profits 
Levy” has been prepared in order that the 
major provisions of this complicated legisla- 
tion may be more readily grasped. The 
F.B.I. has repeatedly stated its objections to 
the imposition of E.P.L. These objections 
remain. Meanwhile the booklet, it is hoped, 
will be of practical help. The booklet is 
obtainable, price 1s., from the F.B.I., 21, 
Tothill-street, S.W.1. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Housing for Miners 

Responsibility for housing half the people 
on Rugeley Urban Council’s housing list is 
to be taken over by the National Coal 
Board. is was announced at a council 
meeting on Octobcr 15 by Mr. G. S. Ball, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, who 
stated that the Board desired to build 200 
houses immediately. The building will be 
undertaken by the Coal Industries Housing 
Association, and the council has offered part 
of the Ravenhill Farm site for the first 100 
houses. 


Retention Monies: Cheltenham Concession 

Leckhampton Estates, Ltd., a Cheltenham 
(Glos.) building firm, were granted a con- 
cession in respect of the method of payment 
for their contract of 56 dwellings, by 
Cheltenham Town Council. The concession 
involves granting of an application by the 
firm for half the retention monies on their 
contract to be paid in instalments as and 
when completed blocks of houses are 
handed over. “We ought to realise the 
great financial difficulties that beset those 
trying to build homes,” said a councillor. 
“If we can help builders to get on and 
build houses, we should do so.” 


Lynmouth Flood Precautions 


Minimum safety precautions for the re- 
planning of Lynmouth suggested by Mr. 
C. H. Dobbie, M.I.C.E., consulting engineer 
to the Devon River Board, in a new report, 
include the construction of a relief channel 
some 200 yds. long by 200 ft. wide through 
the Manor Grounds, Lynmouth (this, in 
normal times, could accommodate tennis 
courts and putting greens), with self-opening 
doors on the seaward side; that no houses 
should be restored on the delta, about an 
acre in extent, between the East and West 
Lyn rivers; and the construction of two check 
dams, one on the East and the other on the 
West Lyn, for the collection of boulders 
coming downstream. Mr. Dobbie hopes to 
complete his final report, on which the plans 
for the rebuilding of Lynmouth will be 
based, in the next two or three weeks. His 
first report was published in The Builder of 
October 3. 


Approved Brands of Paint 


The National Paint Federation have drawn 
the attention of the Ministry of Works to 
Item 93 of the Ministry’s recently issued 
report, “Economy of Building Materials” 
(Stationery Office, price 2s.), in which it 
is stated: “economy in material will only 
be achieved by ensuring that only the high- 
est quality of material is used in painting 
work. They [the committee which drew up 
the report] recommend the use of approved 
brands of paint, and uniform action in this 
policy by all] Government users.” This 
phrase, the Federation states, has been 
widely interpreted as meaning paints 
approved by the Ministry of Works or 
supplied by manufacturers on the Ministry’s 
approved list. The Federation has been in 
communication with the Ministry with 
regard to this recommendation, and has 
received the following reply from the 
Director-General of Building Materials, 
M.o.W.: “Paragraph 93 .. . was intended 
to emphasise the desirability of ensuring 
that only good quality paints were pur- 
chased. . . . It was certainly not in the 
minds of the authors of the report that 
the paints should be only those on the 
Ministry of Works’ approved list.” 
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Timber Mission 

The Colonial Office has announced that a 
mission has left for the British West Indies, 
British Guiana and British Honduras to 
investigate the possibilities of increasing the 
output of West Indian timbers and of 
marketing them both in the British West 
Indies and in the United Kingdom. The 
mission will return on December 18. 


Exhibition of Inventions 


The September issue of the Inventors’ 
Review, published by the Institute of 
Patentees (Inc.), gives details of the arrange- 
ments for the Modern Inventions and New 
Ideas Exhibition, which will open on Febru- 
ary 18 at the Central Hall, Westminster. 
Applications for space should be made to 
the General Secretary of the Institute, 207- 
208, Abbey-house, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


European Sanitary Engineers 

About 70 delegates from 20 countries are 
expected to attend the third Seminar for 
European Sanitary Engineers, to be held in 
London during the week beginning October 
27. The seminar has been arranged to take 
place immediately before the Public Works 
and Municipal Services Congress and Exhibi- 
tion, which opens at Olympia on November 
3, and most of the delegates will be staying 
on to visit the exhibition. 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, will give ihe 
opening address to the delegates at their first 
meeting on Monday morning, October 27, in 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, Westminster. The theme of 
the seminar is to be “Small Sewage Treat- 
ment Works.” 
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Hardwood floor 

e Available now 
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12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 
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Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 
Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 
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Leeds Floorcraft Co. 
Letco Floors & Tiles: Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 
N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 
R. W. Purdie & Co. 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Zeta Wood Flooring Co, (1910) Ltd. 











Thames Walk Scheme Rejected 

THE National Parks Commission has re- 
jected, on the score of expense, the 
suggested scheme for a Thames riverside 
walk along the 136 miles of the non-tidal 
Thames between Teddington and Cricklade. 

This was announced in a letter from Mr. 
H. M. Abrahams, secretary to the commis- 
sion, placed before the Thames Conservancy 
Board at a meeting last week. Under the 
scheme submitted it was estimated that on 
1949 costs the annual expenditure for the 
repair and maintenance of the proposed walk 
would be about £60,000. 

Another meeting of the organisations in- 
terested who approved the original idea is 
to be called. 


Germans on Visit to Britain 


The British Council has arranged a study 
tour for a group of eight heads and deputy 
heads of technical and similar colleges in 
Germany, who are on a visit to Britain 
until November 1. The subjects in which 
they are specially interested include architec- 
ture, mechanical and electrical engineering 
and building. The group includes Mr. Karl 
Rohe, lecturer on modern architecture, Staat 
Bauschule, Oldenburg; Mr. Kaminski, direc- 
tor of an architectural schoo] at Wuppertal 
and a leading European authority on thatch- 
ing; and Professor Fritz Seeberger, head of 
the Bauschule, Koblenz. These three visited 
the R.I.B.A. on October 16 to discuss 
examination arrangements and see specimen 
examination papers. 


FACTORY BUILDING 


More Licences to be Issued 


s LICENCES are to be granted for more 

industrial building, particularly for 
projects which will assist the balance of pay- 
ments. The allocation of steel for factory 
building is to be raised, but it will still be 
necessary to adopt modern methods of con- 
struction which save steel.” 

Mr. Bet er, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
gave this answer on Tuesday night in the 
House of Commons, to Mr. R. H. JENKINS, 
who subsequently asked if the increased 
factory building programme was to be at 
the expense of other forms of building or 
was to be achieved by devoting a greater 
total of the national resaurces to the build- 
ing industry. 

Mr. BUTLER said that there had to be 
adjustments in the total building programme 
to make this possible. The total programme 
was within the scope af what he thought 
the country could afford. 

Mr. BoTToMLeEy asked how far this change 
would interfere with the Government’s 
housing programme. 

Mr. BUTLER said the Government pro- 
posed to go ahead with the housing pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Woopsurn said that there was much 
apprehension in Scotland about any cessa- 
tion in factory building in case unemploy- 
ment developed still further. 

Mr. BUTLER said that nothing was more 
important for the country than to develop 
factory building and to develop productive 
industry not only in the interests of exports 
but of home employment. 

Mr. CHETWYND asked if priority would be 
given to development areas in the pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. BUTLER said that these areas had 
special treatment, and their needs would not 
be forgotten. ‘ 
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MANAGEMENT IN 
FACTORY BUILDING 


Planning the Best Layout 


MANAGERIAL aspects of planning for 

the construction of new factories, the 
extension of those in existence and the com- 
plete reorganisation of factories to meet the 
present-day economic requirements in 
industry, were dealt with by Mr. 
C. W. Gtover, M.LC.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
M.1.Struct.E., in a paper given at the British 
Institute of Management, Hill-street, W.1, 
on October 21. Mr. Glover, who is the 
principal of a firm of consulting engineers 
and architects, was introduced by the chair- 
man, Mr. Henry Lesser, C.B.E. 

Mr. Glover began by saying that some 
30 years’ experience in the design and con- 
struction of industrial buildings had con- 
vinced him of the need for constant study 
of the new problems brought about by tech- 
nical development, new methods of construc- 
tion and changed conditions. 

The function of the factory, he continued, 
was to produce the needs of the age, by a 
system of highly-organised manufacture 
controlled on scientific lines for yielding the 
strictest real economy. While the factory 
building might be viewed merely as a 
weather-resisting structure designed to sup- 
port and house machinery and personnel 
within, it was not sufficient merely to pro- 
vide housing for the industry in a haphazard 
manner without due regard to the process 
arrangements, -transport of materials and 
products, and the provision of space for 
future extension. 

The best principles of economic production 
should dominate factory layout, and the 
final design required the exercise of con- 
siderable forethought if restriction of the 
free expansion of the factory in the most 
likely directions was to be avoided. There 
was no doubt that the design of an indus- 
trial unit called for the closest co-operation 
between the client, the “process engineer ” 
and the architect. 

New Factories 

All factory buildings should be designed 
around the industry they were intended to 
house. The processes involved must be 
studied and the easiest and quickest method 
of performing each operation should be 
carefully investigated, as well as the employ- 
ment of labour-saving devices. Auxiliary 
plant, supplementary processes and service 
departments should be set down so as to per- 
mit their expansion with the factory, and the 
limitations imposed by the site, transport, 
welfare and administration must be care- 
fully studied. Legal requirements in all 
directions must be complied with. 

Mr. Glover said that in selecting the site 
for a new factory, the factory designers must 
be consulted. There were many factors to 
be taken into consideration, their relative 
importance varying with the industry. Some 
of these were:— Location relative to sup- 
plies of raw materials, location of markets 
for finished products, availability of labour, 
transport facilities, services, condition of the 
site, extent of the site, facilities for waste 
disposal, neighbouring industries, suitability 
of local building materials, and the cost of 
the site. 

In order to demonstrate the design of the 
factory “about the process,” the speaker 
gave an exampk of the planning of a mill 
for the manufacture of building board from 
agricultural waste, and he illustrated his 
remarks with lantern slides. 

It was important, he said, that the “ rout- 
ing” of the product should be as short as 
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possible and not be interfered with by 
auxiliary processes or doubling-back. Where- 
ever possible, straight-line routing was desir- 
able. The use of multi-storey buildings 
might often be dictated by considerations 
affecting the correct routing of a product 
through a factory. As a rule, when there 
was no restriction on space, single-storey 
buildings were most suitable. 

Continuing, Mr. Glover said that too much 
emphasis could not be laid upon the advan- 
tages of the unit system, in which the factory 
was divided into a number of bays, each bay 
being a complete unit. 

The adoption of this system not only 
resulted in marked reductions in construc- 
tion costs by means of standardisation of 
units, but made a most convenient provision 
for future extensions. It also allowed service 
departments to be accommodated and it was 
important that the location of those depart- 
ments should not interfere with the expan- 
sion of manufacturing units and should have 
space to expand themselves if required. 
Water, steam, electricity and other services 
should be set down in diagrammatic form 
to determine the most efficient arrangement. 

Later in his paper, Mr. Glover referred 
to the selection of the most suitable steel, 
aluminium framed, reinforced concrete, and 
timber framed buildings, and gave some 
analyses of costs. 

Referring to extensions to factories, the 
speaker said that it was extremely risky to 
extend buildings to meet the exigencies of 
the moment without a properly co-ordinated 
scheme for the extension of the factory. 
The most complex problem was generally 
the reorganisation of an existing factory in 
order to improve the layout and facilities. 
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OPERATIVES AIMS 
Guaranteed Week the Goal 


Mr. Harry WEAVER, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, contributes an article to the 
October issue of the “ Building Worker” 
from which the following extracts are 
taken: 

“The joining together of our Union with 
the National Builders’ Labourers Society is 
an historic event which, in time, will revo- 
lutionise Building Trades Unionism. At 
long last the organisation of the 400,000 
non-union labourers in the Building Industry 
becomes a realisable goal. 


“Of all the claims that can be made «n 
behalf of building workers I believe 
the granting of a full guaranteed week to be 
outrageously overdue. No housewife can be 
expected to arrange things so that she feeds 
her family for only a part of a week. A 
worker in employment capable, available 
and willing to work should not be penalised 
because of the vagaries of the weather, or 
other circumstances beyond his control. Our 
contribution to the life of the community 
is as great as any other section—and more 
valuable than most. Out of the millions of 
wage earners in this country for the’ build- 
ing worker to be singled out for this treat- 
ment is an intolerable injustice that must be 
ended forthwith. 


“ Inevitability ” of Wage Demands 


“The most controversial subject to-day is, 
of course, wages. . . . Dealing specifically 
with our own industry official figures show 
that wages in the Building Industry, by com- 
parison, fail to keep up with the rise in the 
overall cost of building. Again, we know 
that during the past five years output has 
speedily increased. . . . There is no escape 
from the inevitability of wage demands 
following rises in the cost of living. There 
can be no interruption in the demand for 
a general higher standard of living. Trade 
unions cannot evade their primary task of 
defending the living standards of their 
members. . . . The introduction of a system 
of payment by results has, without doubt, 
seriously affected the lives of our members 
and imperilled the unity of our organisation. 
That it has brought higher earnings to 
thousands is indisputable, but the cost in 
terms of loss of trade union consciousness 
and militancy is to be regretted. 

“Our union is suggesting to the rest of 
the Building Unions that a ballot vote be 
taken to enable the rank and file to decide 
for or against the continuance of bonus pay- 
ments. If such a vote is taken and the 
result is in favour of retaining the system 
it must be only on the basis of a most 
extensive and stringent code of controls.” 


BUILDING OPERATIVES’ 
HOLIDAYS CLAIM 


Second Week Granted 


BUILDING OPERATIVES have been awarded 
two weeks’ annual holiday with pay by the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal, the additional 
week’s holiday to be taken during the 
holiday year beginning in April, 1954. The 
Tribunal has given building employers the 
option of granting the second week of 
holiday in the winter. 

The Tribunal found that a claim of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers that operatives should serve 4 
qualifying period before entitlement to 4 
holiday credit stamp was not established. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING | 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Belgian Congo.—A survey based on the 
framework of the 10-year plan which is now 
being put into operation estimates that for 
the years 1952-1954 the requirements will 
be as follows: 650,000,000 bricks, between 
90,000 and 115,000 tons of lime, 600,000 
cubic metres of gravel, nearly 900,000 
cubic metres of rubble and 600,000 cubic 
metres of sand. Some factories for the 
supplying of these commodities are being 
constructed in Leopoldville and Stanleyville, 
but they will not be able to cope with the 
demand. Suppliers of these materials who 
are interested are asked to get in touch with 
the Bureau de Colonisation du Ministere des 
Colonies, 12, Rue de Grand Cerf, Brussels, 
who will supply the necessary information. 
Details should also be asked for regarding 
the building of a number of new factories 
in the main towns of the Belgian Congo. 
Road-building is also part of the programme. 


British Guiana.—British Guiana is to 
receive a free grant of £919,481 from the 
Government to assist the undertaking of the 
Boerasirie extension project, which will pro- 
vide water control of the coastland lying 
between Essequibo and Demerara Rivers 
and riverain land lying between the sea and 
the mouth of the Bonasika River. Total 
cost of the project is in the region of 
£1,600,000. An application has been made 
for an E.C.A. grant of $621,000 to meet part 
of the balance required. 


Colombia. — Colombian paper _indus- 
trialists are discussing plans at present for 
the building of paper-manufacturing fac- 
tories, which will use up pulp made from 
local woods. Experiments have already been 
carried out under the auspices of the Insti- 
tuto de Fomento Industrial in Washington. 
It is also known that a French company 
which has just set up a paper factory -in 
Peru is studying the possibilities of building 
a similar factory in Colombia. 


Cuba.—A U.S. company, a subsidiary of 
the United States Steel Corporation, has 
purchased many properties in the Charco 
Redondo area near Sayamo in the Oriente 
Province of Cuba for development purposes. 
A large concentrator is to be erected here 
to deal with mineral deposits. Belgian 
mining interests are also seeking to invest 
in this area and plans of factories and sink- 
ings are being studied. The completion by 
the National Development Commission of 
an electricity plant in the Isle of Pines is 
resuscitating local industry. Tenders for 
factories are expected. 


Israel—An agreement for surveying and 
undertaking the preliminary work on a new 
road from Elath to Beersheba in Israel has 
been signed between the Israeli Ministry of 
Labour and a Chicago construction firm. 
Surveying will start shortly and is scheduled 
to be completed in February, when the 
Government will decide on granting con- 
tracts for building the road. Under the 
agreement the company will get $120,000 
and a large amount of Israeli money. Special 
modern equipment is to be used, for the 
purchase of which the Government will have 
an option. There is here an opportunity for 
British firms manufacturing road-making 
equipment, as it is known that the Israeli 
Government would like to place some of 
this work in the U.K. The surveying of 
the land on which the railroad to Beersheba 
is to be built has already begun. The rail- 
road is to be completed within a year. The 
Israeli Government is showing a great deal 
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of interest in this railway, as local industry 
is to be fostered to utilise the transport. 
Factories, dwellings and other type buildings 
are to be constructed within the next five 
to ten years. Evidence of the interest taken 
lies in the fact that a seven-man_inter- 
departmental committee to supervise con- 
struction has been appointed by the Prime 
Minister in his capacity as Acting Minister 
of Communications. 

Labrador.—Survey parties at present in 
Labrador prospecting minerals have found 
titanium, copper, lead, zinc, nickel and mica. 
This exploration work is a result of the 
opening up of the area around the air junc- 
tion of Goose Bay. Surveys also show that 
the 3,000 ft. high plateau has hydro-electric 
possibilities. Inquiries made now about the 
work being carried: on there may lead to 
contracts later. 


Marseilles —The Chamber of Commerce 
of Marseijles has been authorised by Minis- 
terial decree to raise a loan of 50,000,000 
francs, repayable within 15 years, towards 
the construction and equipment of a tele- 
vision centre. The French TV authorities 
are eager to build a station in the South 


-and it is believed that work will be advanced 


as much as possible, depending, of course, 
on the success of the loan. Designs are 
already being prepared and much attention 
is naturally being focused on other TV 
stations in various parts of the world. 


New Zealand—The tunnel now being 
driven through the Rimutaka Range, north 
of Wellington in New Zealand, will, when 
completed, be the longest tunnel in the Com- 
monwealth. It will be 54 miles long. One- 
third of the new tunnel has so far been 
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driven. As materials for tunnelling are 
always required, interested contractors may 
care to approach the New Zealand authori- 
ties, who will give them all the necessary 
particulars. The launching of the paper 
and pulp industry in New Zealand, a new 
industry which will eventually become the 
Dominion’s fourth largest after dairying, 
meat and wool, will necessitate construction 
on a very large scale. This gigantic project, 
which will require £15,C00,000 capital to 
launch it, will utilise the Kaingaroa forests, 
the largest man-made forests in the world. 
Factories will be required for processing the 
timber, in addition to sheds, warehouses, 
laboratories and local felling works. As 
yet, nothing has been started. What is 
known is that the U.K. is to contribute 
£3,300,000 towards the scheme, Australia is 
to contribute £300,000, Canada £900,000, the 
United States £1,800,000, and about £300,000 
is to be advanced from Sweden and 
Switzerland. As the U.K. is playing rather 
a prominent part in this scheme, it is prob- 
able that British contractors will get some 
of the work. It is, however, thought that 
competition will be forthcoming from the 
U.S., as both the Raymond Concrete Pile 
Company and the Merritt Scott Corporation 
are deeply interested in the venture and 
are also advancing capital. 


DESIGNING HOUSES FOR 
AUSTRALIA 


Commonwealth Building Station’s 
Recommendations 


RECOMMENDATIONS for the design of 
dwellings suitable for Australian conditions 
are made in Bulletin No. 6, “ Designing 
Houses for Australian Climates,” by J. W. 
Drysdale, B.E., A.M.LE.Aust., published 
(price 5s.) by the Department of Works and 
Housing, Commonwealth Experimental 
Building Station, Sydney, Australia. 

The purpose of the bulletin is to examine 
the problems afresh, and in the light of 
recent experimental evidence to show the 
importance of each major factor involved. 
Although the experimental studies which 
provide the technical background to the 
recommendations made were conducted 
solely in Australia, it is pointed out that 
the findings will be applicable to similar 
climates elsewhere. 

The principal functional thermal require- 
ments of houses in the hot humid, hot arid 
and temperate zones of Australia for the 
different design factors of walls, partitions, 
roofs, surface treatment, and so on, are 
given in a convenient tabulated form. Fur- 
ther, it is pointed out that it should be 
realised that most of Australia experiences 
cool to cold winters as well as hot summers, 
and that unless the problems of both seasons 
-are examined, and appropriate provisions 
made when designing a house, the thermal 
behaviour of the house will not be 
satisfactory. 


New Canadian Market 


The emergence of Alberta as an oil- 
producing area of major significance affords 
British manufacturers of engineering and 
capital goods, particularly in the field of oil- 
production and refining plant and equipment, 
with an opportunity for developing a long- 
term market with a vast potential. This view 
was expressed in an article in the Board of 
Trade Journal, dated October 18, which was 
written by the U.K. Commissioner in 
Edmonton, describing the scale and scope 
of this industrial undertaking. 








TRADE NEWS 
Engineers’ Convertion 

The annual convention of the Mills 
Scaffold Co., Ltd., was held on October 8 
at the Clarendon Restaurant, followed by 
luncheon, at which the company entertained 
a large party of clients, staff and guests. The 
chair was taken by Mr. J. F. Willcox (manag- 
ing director), who paid tribute to the loyal 
support given by every branch of the firm. 
Other speakers were Mr. Allan Macbeth 
(chairman), Col. F. J. Erroll, M.P. (director) 
and Mr. Geoffrey Sankey (director), who 
drew a picture of a bright future for the 
company. Mr. Sam Butterworth (Manchester 
area) spoke for the staff, and Mr. Elliott (of 
Portsmouth) responded for the guests, each 
of whom was presented by the company 
with a pocket-knife. 


Minister Visits Factory 


Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works, 
visited the head office and factory of 
Holoplast, Ltd., at New Hythe, near Maid- 
stone, Kent. on September 30. 


Price Reductions 

A reduction in price of many fluorescent 
fittings has been announced by the General 
Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet-house, Kingsway, 
W.C.2. The prices of some of the more 
popular fittings have been lowered by as 
much as 20 per cent., and those of fluores- 
cent tube auxiliary gear by five per cent. 
Reductions in the prices of some tungsten 
fittings are also announced. 


Industria] Power Transmission 


A new and expanded V-belt catalogue has 
been issued by J. H. Fenner and Co. Ltd., 
V-belt manufacturers and power transmission 
engineers, of Hull: Within the 80 pages of 
catalogue 120/12, there can be found 
technical information for designers on fly- 
wheel effect and quarter-twist drives, full 
details of the taper-lock bush principle, 
and comprehensive dimension and _ horse- 
power rating tables for V-belt drives. 


Constant Hot Water Unit 

Claimed to use half the quantity of gas 
consumed by other instantaneous heaters, at 
a running cost of 3d. per hour, the single- 
point Volcano sink heater and “ April” 
shower, manufactured by Volcano Heaters, 
53, Museum-street, W.C.1, has been tested 
to standards laid down by the Central Gas 
Board laboratories in London. Installation 
is simple, and the heater is welded through- 
out in pure aluminium, and finished in hard 
stoved enamel with a choice of pastel 
colours. 


Starting Diesel Engines 

First marketed in Britain two years ago, 
the Berger ‘“ Handraulic” Starter for diesel 
engines, which works on a simple combina- 
tion of hydraulic-pneumatic principles, and 
will turn the average diese] engine over at 
200 to 300 r.p.m, has been successfully 
fitted to various types of plant owned by 
many of the larger building contractors. 
Several instances have been recorded, the 
manufacturers state, where the cost of the 
starter has been recovered by the owner in 
the first week of operation by eliminating 
waiting time on a job. It is reported, for 
example, that in one case, in the City of Lon- 
don, where 80 men often waited up to an 
hour on the site for an excavator to start 
up in the morning, work began “ on the dot ” 
once the device was fitted. Particulars are 
obtainable from Bryce Berger, Ltd., Iron- 
barks Works, Staines, Middlesex. 
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Paisley’s Low-Cost Houses 


AISLEY Corporation’s enterprise in 
erecting space-saving traditional 
dwellings was praised by COMMANDER T. D. 
GALBRAITH, Joint 
Secretary of State for Scotland, when he 
opened one of these houses at Braehead- 
road. It had been erected in 10 weeks. 

Recalling how he had been much 
impressed by a speech made by Paisley’s 
Borough Engineer at the Institute of Housing 
Conference some months ago, which 
appeared to prove conclusively that much of 
the high cost of building was due to the 
length of time it was taking to complete 
houses, and that by thorough planning and 
organisation the period of construction 
could be reduced, Commander Galbraith 
said that this theory had been tried out at 
Paisley and the result was that they had built 
houses. more quickly and cheaply without 
reducing building standards. This was a 
pattern which the Government would like to 
see copied throughout Scotland. 

“Here you have a first block completed,” 
continued Commander Galbraith, “and 
others being built at a time when many other 
authorities are merely deciding to build a 
few as an experiment. Still, the low-cost 
movement is gaining in strength in Scotland, 
and I am happy to say that in July over a 
half of the four-apartment houses approved 
by the Department of Health incorporated 
some space-saving ideas.” 


Subsidised Houses 


THE main point made by Mr. GEORGE T. 
M‘GLASHAN, county convener, when intro- 
ducing the Perth and Kinross County Coun- 
cil estimates, at Perth. on October 10, was 
the heavy burden of housing. It was true, 
he said, that they could congratulate them- 
selves on a zestful approach to the housing 
problem, but the housing deficit had gone up 
by over £33.000 to over £75,000 in one year. 
It was one of the most serious social prob- 
lems facing the country. 

The Perth and Kinross figures raised, in 
acute form, the question of how long the 
majority of householders in non-subsidised 
privately owned houses could be expected to 
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go on subsidising tenants of Council houses, 
many of whom they knew were not in need 
of such assistance. 


Housing Economy in Glasgow 


IN AN ENDEAVOUR to cut the byilding costs 
of new municipal houses, Glasgow housing 
committee have decided to reduce the mini- 
mum height of rooms by six inches. The 
policy of the Corporation is to concentrate 
on building the smaller types of dwellings, 
increasing the percentage of three-apart- 
ment houses in new schemes, and cutting 
down the numbers of four- and five-apart- 
ment dwellings. 


Royal Mile Redevelopment 


THE EDINBURGH DEAN OF GUILD Cour?’ 
has granted an interim warrant for work 
on the reconstruction of the Canongate, to 
plans by Mr. Robert Hurd, A.R.LAS.. 
which were outlined in The Builder of June 
20 last. The warrant is for the first section 
of the Royal Mile redevelopment, including 
the reconstruction of Bible Land and Shoe- 
makers’ Land, two old Scottish buildings. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for 110 houses which 
the Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., are 
to build at the Mustrick Housing District. The 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A.), 15, Palmerston-pl., 
West End, Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—Plans to be prepared for the Glen- 
rothes Development Corporation for 72 houses to 
be erected at the Auchmuty housing site. The 
_— is Peter Minto (A.), Woodside, Markinch, 

ife. 

Edinburgh.—An appeal by F. W. Woolworth & 
Co., Ltd., against a decision of Edinburgh Cor- 
poration Planning Committee has been upheld by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, who has 
granted the firm permission to develop the site at 
Lothian-rd. and Semple-st. by the provision of a 
lock-up, stockrooms and staff rooms at basement, 
ground and first-floor levels, and office accommoda- 
tion at second, third and fourth-floor levels. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court has approved 
plans by A. G. Forgie, City Architect, for altera- 
tions to Nisbet of Dirleton’s house at 82 and 84, 
Canongate, at a cost of approximately £4,500. The 
alterations will restore the fabric of the building 
and so provide three new houses and a new shop. 
The frontage of the building will remain unaltered. 
Warrant has also been wg by the Court for the 
erection of a hall at Glebe-terr., Corstorphine, at 
a cost of £3,500, for the trustees for the Congega- 
tion of the United Free Church of Scotland. Plans 
are by James Broom, 26, Pearce-ave., Corstorphine. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations for the 
Education Department at oodlands-terr., for 
which the architect is John MacNab (F.), 12, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. ; ; 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their staff archi- 
tects for extensions at their works at Helen-st.. 
Govan, for the British Oxygen Co., Ltd., Rosehall 
Works, Glasgow. 

Glas; .—Plans in hand for the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, Ltd., for alterations and additions for 
bank at Paisley-rd., Govan. The architects are 
Grattan & MacLean (AA.), 21, Woodside-terr., 
Wooedlands-rd., Glasgow. i 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new public school 
at Gilshochill, for which the architects are Honey- 
man, Jack & Robertson (F. & A.), 92, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Lanark.—Corporation to have plans prepared for 
24 houses, for which the architects are Whyte & 
Barrie (F.), 38, High-st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new fac- 
tory to be erected at High Blantyre by William & 
James Naismith, 50, Main-st., East Kilbride. 

Port Glasgow.—Corporation to have plans pre- 
pared for new housing schemes at Montgomerie-st., 
Coronation Park, at the Glasgow-rd. area, and at 
Clune-pl.; also old people’s houses. The architects 
are Ian MacLean, Master of Works Offices, and 
Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell (F. & A.), 180, Hope- 
st., Glasgow. 

Scottish Aerodromes Board.—A proposal] for a new 
terminal building at Turnhouse Airport, to be used 
solely for civil aviation purposes, was approved on 
October 13 in Glasgow by the Scottish Aerodromes 
Board. The Board ‘also approved the final plans for 
the new building at Renfrew Airport, work on which 
is expected to start about the end of the year. 

Stirlingshire —Plans to be prepared for 200 houses 
to be erected for Falkirk Corporation at the East 
Carmains housing site, Glasgow-rd. The architect 
is William Gibson (F.), Master of Works Offices, 
West Bridge, Falkirk. 

Viewpark.—Lanarkshire C.C. propose an exten- 
sion to the Catholic School, est. to cost £35,000, for 
which the architect is William Watt (F.), County 
chbrs., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
{n this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end Herd a the person from whom particulars may 


be o 

BUILDING 

OCTOBER 27. 
+Coseley Sg oy houses at Mount-rd. site, 
Lauesfield. 


J. Roper, Council House, Coseley. Dep. 
£2 23. Tenders by November 24. 

+ Dukinfield T.C.—9 houses at Yew Tree-la. site. 
Cruickshank and Seward, architects, 16, Princess- 
st.. Manchester 1. T.C., ‘Town Hall. Dep. £3 Ss. 
Tenders by November 14. 

**Torquay B.C.—(a) 57 houses, (b) 62 houses at 
Sherwell Valley estate. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. per tender. 

OCTOBER 28. 

*+Newcastie Reg. Hosp. Board.—X-ray_depart- 
ment at Dryburn Hospital. Secretary, ‘‘ Dunira,” 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

OCTOBER 29. 
*+Eastbourne B.C.—Conveniences at Lower-parade. 


i— 


B.E., 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
November 24. 

*tMitcham B.C.—168 dwellings comprising the 
Laburnum-rd. housing estate. B.E. & S., Town 


Hali. Tenders by November 29 
OCTOBER 30. 
*tSurrey ©.C.—8 police houses at various sites. 
County A., County Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. 
OCTOBER 31. 
*Reigate T.C.—48 houses and outbuildings at 
Rushetts Farm estate. B.E. & §., Town Hall. 
Dep. £4 4s. 


NOVEMBER 1. 
*tMalden and Coombe B.C.—30 flats and 10 houses 
at Ry a ty New Malden. B.E., Municipal 
Offices, New Malden. 

NOVEMBER 3. 

*tBedfordshire C.C.—Alterations and extensions 
to various schools. County A., Shire Hall, Bedford. 

*tEssex C.C.—2 additional classrooms, Connaught- 
rd. school, Leyton. B.E. & S., Leyton Town Hall, 

NOVEMBER 65. 

*tDurham C©.C.—Long-stay home at Tow Law. 
County A., Court-la., Durham. 

*+Durham C.C.—Conversion of Holmfield, 43, St. 
Mary’s-ave., Crook, into aged persons’ hostel. 
County A., Court-la., Durham. ‘ 

*tMerton and Morden U.D.C.—108 flats, High 
Path, Morden-rd., S.W.19. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by December 1. 

*tNorfolk Educ. Comm.—Gaywood junior and 
infants’ schools. Chief Education Officer, County 
Education Offices, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

*+West Sussex C. C.—Appliance room and office as 
stage 1 of fire station at Bosham.- 

Wimbledon B.C.—78 flats at Gap-rd. B.E. & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWimbledon B.C.—32 houses on West-side estate. 
B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 6. 

*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Pair of houses, Barham. 
K. A. Milner (L.), 4, Market Hill. Dep. £2 

a C.C.—i-form entry infants’ and junior 
school, Whitewood-la., Gainsborough. County A., 
County Offices, Lincoln. 

NOVEMBER 7 

Malton R.D.C.—Ten houses at * Appleton-le-Street. 
A. Greenhalgh, architect, Council Offices, Welham- 
td.. Norton, “Malton. Dep. £2 2s. 

Preston R.D.C.—60 houses and 20 flats with site 

works at Sycamore Farm, Penwortham. H. Collier, 
Council Offices, Guildhall-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tRoss and Cromarty C.C.—New secondary school 
buildi ng, Nicolson Institute, Stornaway, Isle of 
lewis. P. S. Leask (A.), County A., Dingwall. 

NOVEMBER 10. 

*+Bucks C.C.—2-classrooms and cloakroom hut as 
extension to Denham county school, Old Mill-rd., 
Denham. County A., County Offices, Aylesbury. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 12. : 

*Luton B.C.—48 flats on Farley Hill housing 
esiate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 11. 
_ *Bournemouth B.C.—14 houses on Kinson estate 
in four contracts. Boro’ A., Room 106, Town Hall, 
Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

“Coalville U.D.C.—2 pump-houses at Holly Hayes, 
phitwiek, contract No. W.E.3. Water E. Dep. 
NOVEMBER 12. 

“Wallasey B.C.—Garages for ?- headquarters, 

Manor-rd. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s 


NOVEMBER 13. 


Moms | Py C.—Pumping station at Bishops 
Green. W.E., Municipal-bidgs. 
NOVEMBER 14, 
*Harrow U.D.C.—18 houses at Vernon-dr., Harrow 
Weald. E. & S., Council Offices, Stanmore. Dep. £2. 
*Sunderiand B.C.—5 shops and flats at Hylton 
Red House estate. Boro’ A., Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 15. 
*Dover Boro’ a houses, Napier-rd, B.E., 
Brook House. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Dover B.C.—32 flats, Durham Hill. B.E., Brook 
House. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Saffron Walden R.D.C.—12 houses and roadworks 
at Birchanger. Clerk, Council Offices, Debden-rd. 
*Stretford B.C.—Supply and installation of boiler 
at —— Hall, Edge-la. B.S., Town Hall. 
2s. 


Dep. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

*Leeds City C.—318 dwellings in two groups at 
Swarcliffe housing estate, Seacroft. City A., 
Priestley House, Quarry- hill, Leeds, 9. Dep. £1 1s. 
per group. 

Meriden R.D.C.—22 houses at Hockley-la., Alles- 
ley. B. Stephenson, E. & S., The Old Vicarage, 
Coleshill, near Birmingham. Dep. 

NOVEMBER 18. 

*Camberwell B.C.—Nine flats at housing site, 58, 

Evelina-rd. T.C., Town Hall, Peckham-rd., S.E.5. 
NOVEMBER 20. 

Ottery St. Mary U.D.C.—38 houses and site works 
at Longdogs-la. housing scheme. A. Lamb, archi- 
tect, Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 21, 

*Barnstaple B.C.—3 shops and maisonettes at 

Forches estate. B.S., The Castle. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 24, 

*St. Ives B.C.—58 traditional houses and/or site 
works at Houghton-rd. E. Price Lavender (F.), 17, 
The Broadway, St. Ives. Dep. £2 2s 

NOVEMBER 28. 
*tDurham C.C.—Adaptations to Walworth Castle, 


nr. Darlington. County A., Court-la., Durham. 

*Stepney B.C.—Erection of portion a6 US 
Sidney-st. housing scheme. S. Clough, Son & 
Ptnrs., Devonshire-close, 39, Devonshire-st., W.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

Halesowen B.C.—Nine bungalows and 12 houses 
at ew Tree-la., Cradley. J. C. T. Cole, 
L.R.1.B.A.. M. Inst.B. E., Architect, Council] House. 
Dep. £2, 2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
*tDurham C.C.—Repairs and 


t improvements to 
various schools. 


County A., Court-la., Durham. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

*Merthyr Tydfil B.C.—Site preparation work, etc., 

stage I, Gurnos Neighbourhood unit. D. ¢. W. 

Jones, B.S. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 28. 

*Stepney B.C.—Various works at Sidney-st. 
housing scheme, portion “A.”  §. Clough, Son & 
Ptnrs.. Devonshire-close, 39, Devonshire-st., W.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 28. 

Meares ag C.C.—Reading-rd. bridge No. 245. 
County S., The Castile, Winchester. Dep. £5 &. 
NOVEMBER 3. 

Darlington R.D.C.—Pumping station and ejector 
station, with approx. 950 yds. of cast-iron rising 
main. A. Brooksbank, M.I.C.E., 14, The Exchange, 

Bradford. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 4. 

+St. Helens C.B.—Construction of Parr sewage 
disposa] works. Sandford, Fawcett and Partners, 
consultant engineers, 53, Victoria-st., Westminster. 

NOVEMBER 8. 

*Meiksham U.D.C.—Road and sewers, etc., Wood- 

row-rd. (West) housing estate. E. & S. Dep. 


2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 11. 
Atherton U.D.C.—Roads and sewers on Hag Fold 
North housing estate. E. & S., Library-bidgs., 


Town Hall. 
NOVEMBER 12. 

Doncaster 8.C.—Roads and sewers on Weston-rd. 
estate, site No. 18. B.E., 2, Priory-pl. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

Eccles B.C.—Roads and sewers on Brook House ° 
Farm estate. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Middlewich U.D.C.—Construction of storm water 
outfall sewer. Council’s S., Victoria-bldg. Dep. £3. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

Darlington C.B.—Construction of sewers and _ini- 
tial roadworks on the Branksome estate. B.S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 25. 

Nottingham T.C.—Laying (1) main sewer to con- 
nect the present main Hucknall Outfall sewers to 
the city’s main sewerage system, and (2) subsidiary 
awne for connecting up existing properties. City 

. & §., The Guildhall. Dep. £2 for each. 
DECEMBER 17. 

*Hemel Hempstead B.C.—Water-pumping station, 

Piccotts End. A. H. Turner. B. & Water E. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chelsea.—F.ats.—Plans prepared by B.E. & S. 
for the erection of 20 flats at Hortensia-rd. housing 
site have been recommended to B.C. for approval 
by Hsg. Com., who also recommend the appoint- 
ment of E. G. Lynde & Ptnrs., 41, Russell-sq., 

C.1, as quantity surveyors for the scheme. 

Chelsea.— MatsoneTTEs.—Application has been 

made by The Guinness Trust to the Ministry for a 
loan of £40,000 to enable them to erect 19 
maisonettes on the Cadogan-st. site. 

Greenwich.—AppoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that Professor A. E. Richasdeon, (F.), 31, Old Bur- 
lington-st., W.1, who prepared laycut pians for 
Pond-rd. housing site, be appointed as architect 
to the scheme. 

Lambeth.—AppoInTMENT—The appointment of 
Bridgwater and Shepheard (F/F.), 42, Bruton-pl., as 
architects for development of site No. 24, Caldwell- 
st., has been recommended by Hsg. Com. 

Lambeth.—AppoinTMENT.—Hsg. Com. have recom- 
mended the appointment of A. Kenyon (F.), 15, 
Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., as architect for the de- 
velopment of site No. 2, Hartington-rd. 

Lewisham.—SynacoGcue.—Proposa! to erect a build- 
ing for religious purposes on frontage of sports 
ground, Crantock-rd., made by the United Syna- 
gogue, Woburn House, Upper Woburn-pl., W.C.1, 
has been granted T.P. permission, pending sub- 
mission of detailed plans. 

Lewisham.—Suops.—Hsg. Com. have granted a 
licence to Ardin and Roberts, architects, 129, Mount- 
st., Berkeley-sq., W.1. for the purpose of erecting 
two shops and four fiats in 286-292, Sang! ey-rd. 

Lewisham.—HovsinG ‘Deve.orment.—Hsg. Com. 
have approved layout plans prepared by Boro’ A. 
for erection of 21 flats at the junction of Westwood- 
hil] and Kirkdale. 

Lewisham.—Hovuses.—_Hsg. Com. recommend to 
B.C. the erection of 6 houses on site of 136-148, 
George-la. Plans were prepared by Boro’ A. 

Lewisham.—DeveLopment.—Plans for the erection 
of 12 flats on site of 99-109, Dacre-park, prepared by 
Boro’ A, have been approved by Hsg. Com. 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iincs.—Hsg. Com. recommend to 
B.C. the erection of four houses on site of 124-132, 
Farley-rd., according to standard plans prepared 
by Boro’ A. and already approved by council. 

Lewisham.—F.ats.—Plans prepared by Boro’ A 
for the erection of a two-storey building contain- 
ing two flats at site of 80 and 82, Davenport-rd. 
have been recommended by Hsg. Com. to B.C. for 
approval : 

Lewisham.—Devetopment.—The development of 
site of 147-151, Davenport-rd. by three houses to 
standard plans prepared by Boro’ A. which are 
already approved, has been recommended to B.C. by 
Hsg. Com. 


Lewisham.—F.ats—Hsg. Com, have approved 
plans prepared by Boro’ A. for erection of 6 flats 
at 81-87 (inclusive), Kirkdale. 


sion has been 
Malyons- 


Lewisham.—WorksHop.—T.P. permiss 
granted to Lewisham Engineering Co.. 


rd.. S.E.13, to erect a brick-built workshop at 6-8, 
Railway-ter. : 
Lewisham. — DeveLopment. — Recommendations 
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have been made by Hsg. Com, to B.C. for erection 
of four houses, according to standard vies already 
approved which were prepared by Boro’ A. on the 
site of 56-64, Davenport-rd. 

Lewisham.—F Lats. —Hsg. Com. recommend the 
erection of 16 flats on site No. 15, Dacres-rd., pro- 
posed by Boro’ A. 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iincs.—The erection of five 
houses “<" site of. 175-183, George-la., proposed by 
_— A. has been recommended to B.C. by Hsg 
yom 

Lewisham.—Hovusine Scneme.—Layout plans pre- 
pared by Boro’ A. for 12 maisonettes, 48 flats and 
8 houses at 1-35, Peak-hill, have received Hsg. 
oo, apptvval. 

L.C.G:—Scuoots ProcramMe.—The London County 
Counci| have announced details of their primary 
and secondary school building programme for 
1953-54. The schoois included in this programme, 
the number of places provided jn each and the gross 
costs are as follows :— 

Primary Scnoous: Bousfield (Chelsea), 560, £89,600; 
Hornsey-la. (Islington North), 720, £115,200 ; High’ 
bury Quadrant (Islington East) (first stage), 
£96,000; Putney Vale (Wandsworth, Putney), ze 
£44,800; Priory (Lambeth, Vauxhall), 720, £115 
Wimb'edon Parkside No. 2 (Wandsworth, rat 
560, £89,600; Montbelle (Woolwich West), 280, 
£44,800; St. Mary and St. Michael’s R.C. (Stepney), 

83,200; St. Alban’s C.E. (Holborn and St. 
Pancras South), 240, £38,400. 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS: Sedgehill (Lewisham West), 
2,080, £565,500; Wandsworth (Wandsworth, Putney) 
(additional placés), 1,620, £460,770; Putney County 
(Wandsworth, Putney) (additional places), 1,620, 
£455,100; County complement to Quintin (St. Mary- 
lebone), 891, £243,350; Sydenham County (Lewisham 


West) (additional places), 1,178, £337,843; 
Magnus (Lewisham West), 1,350, £364,800; Samuel 
Pepys (Deptford) (new wing), 450, £100,000; 


Quintin (St. Marylebone), 612, £162,180; St. George’s 
R.C. (St. Marylebone), 510, £137,700; St. Michael’s 
and Al Angels C.E. (Camberwell, Peckham), 360, 
£97,200; Belmont Hill R.C. (girls) (Lewisham East), 
510, £137, 700; Convent of the Sacred Heart High 
(Hammersmith South) (first stage, remodelling), 
120, £42,000; Grey Coat Hospital (Cities of London 
 - Westmiinster) (first stage, remodelling), 180, 

66,000. 

The gross cost of repairs and war damage, etc., in 
the agree programme is £115,000. The L.C.C. 
Schools Architect is S. Howard, L.R.LB. A., County 
Hall, SEL 

Stoke Newington.—F.Lats.—No objection has been 
made by the L.C.C. or B.C. to proposal made by 
the Metropolitan Police to erect a block of flats at 
2-8. Victorian-gr. for ed housing. 

Stoke Newington.—F.iats.—Plans have been pre- 
pared by Howes and Jackman (F/F.), 1, Verulam- 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, for erection of 20 flats 
at 12-20, Clissold-cres., for B.C. 

Walthamstow.—DrvELoPMENT.—Plans have 
= by Boro’ A. & §. for development of weal 

urne-rd. depot as an industrial estate with 
“ flatted ** factories and workshops. 

Walthamstow.—Dwe..incs.—Scheme submitted by 
Boro’ A. & S. for two flats and an office at Priory- 
court has been adopted by B.C. 

Woolwich.—F.iats.—B.E. has submitted layout 
plans for erection of five flats in Hinstock-rd., which 
B.C. has approved. 

Woolwich.—F.ats.—Plans submitted by B.E. for 
erection of 15 flats on Bostall Hill (north side) 
have pa gc by B.C. 


Woolwi — Houses, — Subject to Ministry 
approval, three houses are to be erected in Basil- 
don-rd. for B.C. by Luckett & Son, Ltd., builders, 


54a, Mineralsst., §.E.18. 
Woolwich.— DweE..incs.—Plans for erection of two 
pests on Bostall Hill (south side) submitted by 
have received B.C. approval. 
Wettntah: —Houses.—Approval has been given by 
B.C. to plans submitted by B.E. providing for two 
houses in Myrtledene-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barrow-in-Furness. — Adaptation of Lowther 
Castle as a residential sch., for the E.C., is pro- 
posed. Architects, C. B. Pearson & Son, 18, Dal- 
ton-sq., Lancaster. 

Birmingham.—E.C. approved first part of a sch. 
at Longridge-la., West Heath (£63,800 estimated). 

Bootle.—B.C. approved plans for two blocks of 
—— with maisonettes and garages at Captains- 
a. site. 

Bootle.—B.C. to negotiate with Gregory Housing 
Ltd., Worthing, and W. W. Kenney, Ltd., Maghul 
for houses at Netherton site. 

Brighton.—E.C. to erect two additional classrooms 
at Balfour prim. sch.—Erection of sec. mod. mixed 
sch. on Varndean estate (work to commence Apvil 
next).—Additiona] practical accommodation at Varn- 
dean sec. boys’ sch. ere Officer, Marlborough 
House, Old Steine, Brighton 1 

Chesterfield. — Markham & Co., Ltd., preparing 
preliminary plans for further developments.— 
Brampton Brewery Co., Ltd., to sane licensed pre- 
mises at Newbold Estate.—R.D approved 300 
houses at’New Brimington for oat Industry Hous- 
ing Association. 

Chester-le-Street.—Durham Div. Coal Brd. (No. 5 
Area), Willington, are planning reconstruction of 
coal- washing plant at Habden Hold Colliery. The 
plan is still in early stages. 

Darlington—R.D.C. seeking loan sanction for 


£49,493 for 35 houses at Heighington. 


THE BUILDER 


Dudiley.—B.C. to prepare plans for 30-40 houses at 
Windmiil End, and 200 “ Gregory ” houses at Tans- 
ley Hill. —E.C. to prepare detailed plans for shops 
with living accommodation over to replace existing 
premises at Kates Hill—B.C. to prepare plans for 
clinic at Holly Hall. 

Durham.—Cty. A. (G. R. Clayton), Court-la., 
Durham, has prepared plans for civil defence con- 
trol centres at Jarrow, Billingham, and Felling, 
and erection of dining-room and scullery at Felling 
ety. sch., and alterations for Annfield Plain mod. 
schs., for C.C. 

m.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., 

“ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle, to proceed with 
erection of X-ray Dept. at Dryburn Hospital, Dur- 
ham, and tenders are to be sage Board’s 
Chief A., P. H. Knighton, M.B.E., 

Farnworth. — De “Havilland Pecpstier Co., ‘Ltd., 
propose large factory at Giadstone-rd. 

Glendale.—R.D.C. is to build 13 houses at Millfield. 
Plans by A. R. Field, surveyor, Council Offices, 
Wooler, ‘Northumberland. c 

Golborne.—U.D.C. Surveyor to prepare plans for 
30 bungalows at Golborne, six at Culceth and 12 
at Lowton.—Seek loan of £86,218 for 68 houses, 
Derby-rd. Estate. 

Hexham.—U.D.C. is seeking permission to build 
permanent library premises. 

Heywood.—B.C. propose 70 houses, Lower Broad- 
field Farm. ‘ 

ikeston.—B.C. negotiating with F. Sisson & Sons, 
32, Cromford-rd., Langley Mill, for further 50 
houses. 

Leamington Spa.—T.C. to invite tenders for 58 
houses in three groups of 22, 28 and eight at Lil- 
lington Estate——To prepare working drawings for 
flats at Lillington Estate. 

Leeds.—E.C. to Tg sketch plans for Our Lady 
of Good Council R.C. Sec. Sch., Seacroft. 

Liverpool.—C. of E. Diocese seek licence for erec- 
tion of mission church at Kirkby, facing Wignalls 

lantation. — Prepared plans for new church at 

Dallam aoe Warrington. 

*Macclesfield.—T.C. received approval for adapta- 
tion of so ig at corner of Bridge-st. and Gt. 
King-st. as an occupation centre for backward 
children.—T.C. to erect further 100 houses, Hurds- 
field Estate. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C. has decided, in connection 

with Middle Beck No. 1 cty. sec. sch. to negotiate 
a contract on amended specifications with Leslie & 
Co., Ltd., Woodlands-rd., Darlington.—E.C. has 
appointed Turner & Ing, 2, Garden-st., Darlington, 
quantity surveyors,’ and Cairns & Byles, 8, Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle, consulting engineers, for the pro- 
posed Berwick Hills No. 1 cty prim. sch., which is 
to cost £88,000. 

Neston (Ches.).—Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, to transfer to Neston temporary ‘office’ block 
now being erected. Permanent building now planned 
as soon as possible, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions are to be made 
to the factory of Jobling, Purser & Co., Ltd., Scots- 
wood-rd. Plans by 4 Temperley, 66, Nuns- 
moor-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

North Riding.—Fresh tenders are being obtained 
by E.C. for cty. inf. sch. at Eston, to ‘cost about 


£45,000. Architects are Tasker & Chi 25, New 
Bridge-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne. Originally the 
tender of Coultas & Shaw, of Thornaby, was 


accepted for the work. 
Nottingham.—Reconstruction proposed of 16 main 
ward units at City Hospital. Architects, Pite, Son 
& Fairweather, 6, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, 
S8.W.1, and Eberlin and Darbyshire, 3, College-st., 


Nottingham. 
Peterlee.—Peterlee go og Corpn., Shotton 
is to let contract 


Hall, Castle Eden, Co. Dur 
shortly for another 180 houses in Howletch-la. area. 
Rowley Regis.—T.C. approved erection of auto- 
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matic telephone exchange fronting Congreaves-r.., 
for M.O.W. 


.—U.D.C. is negotiating a price with I. 
Berriman & Son, . The Woodlands, Fence 
Houses, for another 40/50 houses. A. M Smith, 
U.D.C. Surveyor. 

Sunderland. a site in Shields-rd. has been decided 
upon for the building, by Ministry of Works, of an 
abattoir, to cost £160,000. 

Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. to negotiate with follow- 
ing for houses at Falcon Lodge Estate: Two blocks 
of 12 flats and maisonettes and 24 houses, Hy Beot 
& Sons, Ltd., Birmingham.—37 houses, ‘Davies & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Chester-rd., Birmingham.— 
35 houses, The Yenton Building Co. (1938), Ltd., 
Graveley Hill North.—26 houses, Butler Bros., Ltd 
150, Sutton-rd., Birmingham 23,—Seven oe 
Warden-ay., H. & F.C. Spencer, 94, Sutton-rd. 

Wallsend.—T.C. is considering further plans by 
J. Walter Hanson & Son, 123, Northumberland:st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for erection of flats on Low 
Willington Farm Estate.—T.C. received loan sanc- 
tion for £192,241 for 144 houses at Low Willington, 
30 houses at Boyd-cres., and purchase of 1,750 
sq. yd. of land at Low Willington. —Boro’ E. to re- 
aot ¢ on land suitable for convenience near Tyne 

unnel. 

Warrington.—T.C. to erect seven blocks of “ Gre 
gory ”’ flats at The Crescent site. 

Wednesbury.—P.C. Council of St. Luke_ propose 
new church at Paul-st. Architects, Percy, Lavender 
& Twentyman, Wolverhampton. | 

West Bromwich.—T.C. to appoint R. Sheppard & 
Partners, London, as architects for proposed 
Churchfields Sec. Sch. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
H Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Deastes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ashington.—A start has been made on the first 
section (estimated to cost £200,000) of a £600,000 
plan for a new technical college at Ashington, for 
Northumberland E.C. Cty. A., ; Brown, 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. W. Urpeth, 
Bedlington. 

Ayr.—From plans pesesred by their own staff 
architects, James Dickie Co. (Drop Forgings), 
Ltd., Seaforth Works, are y* have a £15,000 addi- 
tion erected: *Donald Clark (City Steel Works), 
Glasgow. 

Beverley.—32 houses at Mol escroft, for R.D.C. G. 
pulveracen, eo 36, Market-pl: *T. Wright & 
Son (Hull), 57, Regent- st., Hull. 

Bideford pal —Eight houses at Pynes-la. 
estate, for T.C. H. mne, A.M.IL.C.E., 
A.MIMun.E., ARICS., BS.: tFord & Spry, 
“ Killarney,” Torridge- rd., Appiedore, N. Devon, 
£8,636 (subject to M.O.H.'& L.G. approval). 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Additions to anhydrite sul- 
phuric acid plant, for I.C.I., Ltd... Main contrac- 
tors: *Simon Carves, Ltd., and Simon Handling, 
Ltd.; piling of foundations: *West’s Piling Co., 
Ltd.; construction of access road to the plant: 
*Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockton. The work 
will cost £2,000,000. 

Bootle.—Dwellings for B.C. 24 at Cabbage Inn 
site: *S. Byron, 9, Graburn-rd., Formby, £21,067; 
14 at Cabbage Inn site: *W. B. Clare, Tilston, 
Childwall, Priory-rd., Liverpool, £19,801; six at 
Irlam-rd.: *James omkinson '& Co., Ltd., 22, 
Roscommon-st., Liverpool, £7,981. 

Bradford.—Extensions to Remploy factory at 
Barnard-rd.: *J. Pullan & Sons, Ltd., Marley-ter., 
Leeds 11. 

Brentford and Chiswick.—Erection of 42 flats 
(block 1), Hogarth-la., Chiswick, for B.C.: 


Wesley scams Lid., Wesley Avenue, 

N.W.1 a wee eee £85,244 
pm Sea “Ltd., “Tower Works, Dunloe 

Avenue, 17 85,265 
Geo. Moss & Sons, ‘Ltd., ‘Cranieigh ‘Wharf, 

Lady Margaret- rd., Southal ww 81,999 
Wm. Willett, Ltd. feces “$.W.1 78,91 
E. & L. Berg, Ltd., Hinchley Wood, Esher 78,677 
Js. Bs daa & Sons, Ltd., 25, Cheval- pl., mail 
eae) “Sunley & ” Sons, Lid., 3, St. 

* James’s-st., S.W ics a «77,183 
Orchard and Peer, Lid., Wandsworth 

Common Station Approach, S.W.12 77,162 
Norman Sinclair, Ltd., 80-82, Uxbiidge rd., 

Ealing, W.13 77,124 
Francis Jackson (Contractors), “Ltd., “Glebe- 

ave., Ickenham 76,401 
tPerrys (Ealing), Ltd.. "5, Uxbridge-rd., 

Ealing, 5 see 10,000 
Bridgend. —Erection of 34 houses at West House 


site No 1 contract 2 for ia Cc. D. J. Amos, BSc.. 
M.I.Mun.E. E. & 8., Council Offices, Glan-Ogwr. 
Bridgend. *Rees ‘sitet Sons, Ltd., Coychurch, 
nr. Bridgend. 

Brighouse.—10 two-bedroom houses at “Rastrick 
(Field-la.) estate: *Hare & Lister, £12,070 (subject 
to Ministry approval). 

*Chester.—16 houses at Upton, for R.D.C. T.C. R. 
Eaton, A.R.I.B.A., 16, White Friars, Chester. *P. 
Warrington, Ltd., 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port. 

Chesterfield.—Houses for Z.0., at Newbold estate 
*A. Heath, Old-rd., Brampton, £25,163 (18); “E. 
Beresford & Sons, Ltd., 155, Boythorpe- rd., £5,878 
(4); *W. Revill & Sons, Ltd, Sherwood-st., £38,735 
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*W. Drabble & Sons, Mosborough, £24,512 
£15,585 (2). 
Cumberland.—142 “ Easiform” houses at The 

Arches, Maryport, for N.E. Housing Association: 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Dudley.—204 houses at Old Park Farm estate, 
Coseley, for B.C.? *Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), 
Ltd., 29, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £275,874. 

Dumbartons—Plans prepared fur additions at The 
Townsend genera) hospital. Sam Bunton & Asso- 
ciates (F. & A.), architects, 7, Somerset-pl. a 
ing. Cross, Glasgow. Low & Usl 1erwood, RI CS., 

tity Surveyors, 257, West George-st., Glasgow: 
sar michael Bros., Ltd., Sandyford, Glasgow. 

Dundee.—Plans prepared for new radiodiagnostic 


(B) ; 
(18); *J. Has!am, 


dept., for the Eastern Reg. Hospital Brd. (Scot- 
land), to be erected at the Royal Infirmary. James 
Deuchars (A.), Regional A., Brackknowe, Black- 
ness-rd., Dundee. Excavation, brick, building, 
concrete, and allied works: *George Martin 
(Builders), Ltd., Broughty Ferry; plumbing, sani- 
ae engineering, and allied works: ‘Robert 
Ferguson & Sons, Ltd.; joinery, carpentry, and 


allied works: *W. & R. Brownlie; plaster, lathing, 
and allied works: *James S. Laburn, Ltd. (Other 
contracts let.) 

Eastbourne.—(1) Erection of sports pavilion, The 
Hinds-!and, Lower Willingdon; (2) erection of first- 
aid post, ‘Grand- parade, for B.C. Williams, 
BSc., A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. & S., 2-4, Saffrons-rd., 
Bastbourne: *E. Powell & Sons, Ltd., 3, Channel 
View-rd., Eastbourne, £6,161. 

Felling (Co. Durham). —Erection of 20 houses in 
Chi side. rd., for U.D.C. RB. Morton, Chief Housing 
Officer : *Direct Labour. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions, est. to cost £20,000, for James Howden & 
Co., Ltd., Scotland-st., Pollockshields. Noad & 
Wallace (A. & A.), architects, 278, St. Vincent-st., 









Glasgow. A. L. Currie & Brown, F.R.I.CS8., 1%, 
Holland-st., Glasgow: *Sir John Train & Co., Ltd., 
Trades House, G'asgow. 


Gosforth.—Evection of 24 flats on the Regent 
Farm estate, for U.D.C. Clifford Wyld, S.: *R. 
Bowey & — Ltd., Back Raby-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £32,113 

Gosport.—Five T/2 type houses at Brougham-st., 
for T.C.: *J. R. Basford, 27,496. 

Hackney, —Eight dwellings at Kenninghall-rd. 
(No. 1) site, for M.B.C.: *Direct Labour, £14,247. 

Hampstead.—Seven flats and one maisonette at 
Broomsleigh-st., for B.C.: *W. B. Towers & Co., 
Ltd., 7, Long.la.. N.3, £15,437. 

islington.—Works for M B.C. Extensive roof re- 
pairs and repairs to gutters at Addington 
Mansions :— 

W. Easter & Sons, Ltd., N.16. . £9 666 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Ni. 
Cottrell & Shipp, Ltd., N.8 Sau © “aad 
E. Basham, ~ Ni =a 
W. Richards & Sons (Hendon), “Ltd. wwe 
*4. G. Barton & Sons, Ltd., Hoe-st., 

Repair of war damage and general sated an 

maintenance works at Ca! i oo. Baths :— 


9, 
8. 
8.9 
8, 
WW 


BEESBE 


i 


Fredk. Smith & Co. srianaiianatt = 
Dove Bros., Ltd. we 4,975 
tchore, in 4,751 

T. Ricketts & Son, Ltd. 4,543 
a osson & Rabb, Ltd. 4,13 
*Norman, Wright *(Bui! ders), Lid. 4,020 


(Subject to rise and fall in each case.) 
Repair of war damage and general maintenance, 


ete., at Hornsey-rd. Baths :— 

Fredk. Smith & Co. (Builders), Ltd. ... - 
Dove Bros., Ltd. eee 9,335 
W. T. Ricketts & Sons, Ltd. 9,126 
Pitchers, Lid. - 9,017 
Norman, Wright (Builders), Ltd. 7,971 
*Sprosson & Rabb, 7,362 


(Subject to ”, a fall in each “case.) 
Lambeth.—Construction of block of six flats at 
.— a New-rd. extension, for M.B.C. :— 
King & Sons oe. ame 8.W: elect 


‘ +} S. Ward, Ltd., S.W 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup oe 
L. $ W. Whitehead, Ltd.. oe 12,564 
H. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., S.W aaa ,299 
Carke, Barton & Co., Ltd. 6 ee 12,102 


"Bridge, Walker, Ltd., 91/93, Effra-rd., S.W.2 11,488 

(After savings in certain accepted items, tender 
Pe reduced to £10,928. 

ee framework for Moor Allerton 
sec. mod. sch., for *Hills (West Bromwich), 
Ltd., Albion- rd., West Bromwich, £42,288 

Leeds.—Eight aged persons’ flats at Moorside 
estate, for T.C.: *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., 
Nottingham, £8,857. 

"London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£590 or over for week ended October 18. 

Erection of hutting, etc.: E. W. Beard, Ltd., Sein 
don, Wilts; F. Shepherd and Son, Ltd ork. 
Building work: Daly and Son., Belfast; A. Schuheli 
(Builders), Ltd., Hornsea, Yorks: Stanley _— 
Leach, Ltd., Hayes, Middlesex. Resurfacing wor 
Chittenden and Simmons (Contracting) Ltd., London, 


8.W.1. Floor tiling services: Gabriel, Wade and 
English, Ron Luton. General maintenance work : 
R. G. Ltd., Norwich. 


Leow damage repairs and jo at hem 
to Clapham Manor cty prim. sch. (Wandsworth, 


Clapham) :— 
& Slater, Ltd., Westminster £47: = 


ee Walker 
—— & FPotheringham, Ltd. Islington... 43,87 


J. Wait & Co., Ltd.. Wallington ... 43.548 
oh. & Sons (London), Ltd., West- 
minster -- 42,856 
F. B. Hippers m & Son, ‘Litd., “E.C2 |... 41,824 


THE BUILDER 


Triggs & Co., Ltd.. Wandsworth ... 1,799 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 39,925 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... 39,767 


J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 39,609 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., ee. 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Lambeth - 38,426 
*Clarke Barton '& Co., Ltd., Belmont : 
Comparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £39, 


— of cty sec. sch. at ee Hill (Lambeth, 


Norwood 
ay & Kirk. Ltd., Wandsworth . .. £329,960 
Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Addlestone, Surrey 322,950 
Same Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 
Wandsworth ie a «. 921,635 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth ... 319,622 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 319,341 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 317,736 
7 Beddal} & Co., Ltd., Lambeth . 309,263 
& H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth . 308,497 
5 Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 307,543 
A. T.. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 306,964 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... 304.565 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., “Westminster 303.980 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster ... 302.304 
Gilbert- Ash, Ltd., Westminster : » 298,676 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup, Kent |. 296.681 


Comparable estimate of the firm of architects 
in private practice responsible for the work is 
.408. 


Foundations and site works for erection of Strand 
comprehensive high sch. (Lambeth, Norwood) :— 


Sir Robert ae & Sons, ; Bacies 
minster wa - 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ie 76,479 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster . = 
. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford ... .. 55,420 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans . « 53,714 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd, Wandsworth . 53,133 


M. J. Gleeson’ (Contractors). Ltd., Cheam ;.. 2.507 
*Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington... 51,302 
Architect’s comparable estimate is ‘£47,209. 
Construction of 47 flats in two blocks at Balham 
Hill estate, Wandsworth :— 


A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford ... 124,932 
- Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 119.889 
& Son, Ltd., Lambeth eee 119,367 
Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington ... 117,234 

M. ¥. hs eaaae (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Che eee ee 116,989 
Kirk. ‘ry Kirk, “Ltd., “Wandsworth 116.713 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., Westminster . 16,270 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., E.C2 115,115 
a & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... w= 114,663 
H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 112,442 


ye estimate of appointed architects, 
Messrs. Caroe & Partners, is £125,493. The use of 
alternative finishings to concrete ceilings and stair- 
case dadves will reduce the cost to £111,853. Other 
savings of £2,600 will also be made, mainly on 
finishings, 

Erection of Barrow Hili-rd. cty. prim. sch. (St. 
Marylebone) :— 

Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone £70.254 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington ... 68.220 











eg & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone . 67,900 
Hi ppe person & Son, Ltd., E.C2 ... 67.578 
; Bilton, Ltd. Westminster he ... 67,480 
FOR 
MIRRORS— 
AND ALL 


GLASS 


SUPPLIES 
including ‘VITROLITE’ 


AYGEE 


LONDON, S.E.1. 
WaATerloo 6314 
(10 lines) 














599 


Frank matte & Smith, Ltd., Paddington ... 65,668 
A. Robe & Co., Ltd., Westminster 64,967 
ae Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... 63,973 
William Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd., Hounslow 

Middlesex... 63,672 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill... 61.968 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Lid., Wembley . 69,647 

Comparable estimate of architects in ‘private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £59,47 

London (Metropolitan Pemeb—Wek of £3,000 
and over:— - 

Erection of eight maisonettes at 162-168, Georges- 
rd., Islington: *Patman Fotheringham, Ltd., 
£21,221; redecorations and repairs at Old-st. police 
station and magistrates’ court: *Barber & Chance, 
Lid., £3,549; improvements and redecorations at 
Islington police station, section house and canteen: 
*Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., £4,330. Works under 
£3,000 :—MacNaghten House, W.C.1: *John Apple- 
by & Sons, Ltd.; Ravenscourt section house, W.6: 
*R. Mansell; Ltd. 

London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.o.W. 
during week ended October 11:— 

London: Ivybridge House, 1-6, Adam-st., Adelphi, 
W.C., alterations adaptations and decorations, 
John Greenwood, Lid., King William-st. House, 
Arthur-st., E.C.4; British Museum, W.C.1, renewal 
of copper 3 roof covering to verene roofs, F. Braby 
& Co., 362, Euston-rd., N.W.1; Cariton House 
Terrace, Cw 1, external painting, Pr. Troy & Co., 
Ltd., 129-131, Great Suffolk-st.. §.E.1. Dorsetshire: 
Wyke Regis. erection of 100 Admiralty houses and 
a works, Richard Costain, Dolphin-sq., 

Gloucestershire: R.A.F. Records, Site 3, Eastern- 
ave., Barnwood, external rendering ay painting, 
W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., Barton Gates, Gloucester. 
Leicestershire: Polish’ Housing estate, Melton 
Mowbray, adaptations and alterations to existing 
nissen huts and ag age to existing w.c. blocks, 
Edwin Fox & Co., , 6, Evington-st., Leicester. 
Suffolk: Rowley Mile * Airfie ld, M/Materials, nr. 
Newmarket, internal painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
— Ltd., Chancellors Works, Croxley-rd., London, 


GYLondon (War Dept.).—Works ome placed by 
W.D. during week ended Octobe 


Cyprus : “Building work, Sir. Vireo Parkin- 
son & Co., Ltd, London. Middlesex: Elec- 
trical installation, Electrical Installations, 
utd.., ndon, S.W.1. Norfolk: Hutting, G. 
Carter, Lid., ‘Norwich. Hampshire : Painting and 


Seg, ‘Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash (Surrey‘. 
Surrey ainting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., 
Reading. Hampshire: Painting bridging equip- 
ment, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash Toe i paint- 
ing, W. T. Pickering & Son, Ltd., Watfor 

Longbenton.— Erection of 26 al at “he Holy- 
stone estate for U.D.C.: J. Liddell & Son, %, 

treat North-rd., Newcastle-on -Tyne (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Newark.—38 houses at Hawton-rd. site, for T.C.: 
*E. Coleman, Ltd., 20, Diamond-ave., East Kirby, 
Notts, £49,496. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of part of the 
former Princess Mary Maternity Hospital, Jubilee- 
rd., into an occupational! centre for mentally defec- 
tives, for C.C. George Kenyon, City A., 18, Cleth- 
market, Newcastle: *R. Bowey & Sons, Back 
Raby-st., Newcastle, £10,125. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— —Erection ¢ 354 flats on the 
West Denton estate, for C.C.: *J. T. Bell & Sons, 
7, Northumberland- i., aman 

Northfleet.—22 flats on Coldharbour-rd. estate, for 
U.D.C. Architects, Olay & Partners, Parrock-st., 
Gravesend. Engineer & Surveyor, N. Gill, North- 
fleet U.D.C.: *David Jones (North Kent Construc- 
tion Co.), White Hart-rd., Orpington, Kent, £27,626. 

Northumberland.—Erection of classroom units at 
Gosforth cty. mixed boys’ and girls’ schs., Monks- 
eaton cty. mixed sch., Ponteland cty. prim. sch., 
and Lemington gram. sch., for E.C.: *A. Carr, 
Stoddart-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumbertand.—Erection of pithead baths at 
Hartford Colliery, for N.C.B. Plans by the Board’s 
Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Tower, Gosforth: *R. W. 
Bel] & Co. (Builders), Lid., Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Peterhead.—Erection of 40 houses for Corpora- 
tion. Robert D. Cruickshanks (L.), architect, 
Master of Works Offices, Peterhead. Excavation, 
brick, and allied works: *Edward Bain & Sons, 
New Deer; plumbing, sanitary engineering, and 
allied works: *H. T. Sutherland, Peterhead; slat- 
ing, and allied works: “D. P. Guthrie, Peterhead ; 


joinery, carpentry, and allied works: *Bruce_ 
Cowe, Ltd., Peterhead; plaster, lathing, and allied 
works: *W. Shand, Peterhead; electrical fittings, 


installation, and allied works: *wW. D. Allan, Peter- 
head ; painting, decorating, glazing, and allied 
works: *Roy Cooper, Peterhead. 

Richmond — — Erection of eight flate at 
Bargate, for T.C. oro’ E., Anderson: *R. 
Dodds & Sons, aeaaae £11,987. 

Rugby.—Houses for R.D.C. 44 at Long Lawford: 
*Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, £64,822; 
87 non-traditiona] at Wolston and 28 at Brinklow: 
Pe & Co., Ltd., London, £117,973 and 


Skegness.—Work for B.C. 2 houses : tH. H. 
Adkins, Boston, £28,086; 16 old persons’ bungalows : 
*Direct Labour, £17.384 

mpton.—Erection of new health clinic, 
Surrey House, aes — 

Thompson & Spu £24 256 
A. E. Jukes & Ten, “Ltd. aa et 21,617 
Mallen & Lumsden, Ltd. =F BS --« §21,560 
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J.J. Udalls Building Co., Lid... 


“*J. Bates & Sons 


.. 21,366 
John Lewis (Building), Ltd. Si sai ca oe 
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UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 paa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


South Kesteven.—Erection of 12 houses at Deep- 

ing St. James, for R.D.C. H. Parsons, A.R.I.B.A 
San.L., architect, Council Offices, 41, North. 
Bourne :— 

W. Clark (Peterborough), Ltd., Peter- 

borough . £21,660 

J. W. Barber & Sons, Ltd., Peterborough... = 
C. L. Palmer, Peterborough... ea 
| Longland, Peterborough . 19,996 
*Hunt Lea Estates, 180a, Boultham “Park- 

rd., Lincoln ... 18,953 

South port. Houses “for B.C. at | Heathfield-rd. 
site: *Geo. gs & Co., Ltd., London (50); *S. 
Roston & Sons, , Southport (50) ; ; *Morris Bros., 
Estates, Ltd., Bouthport (44). 

South Shields.—Erection of civil defence control 
centre, for T.C, John Reid, Boro’ E.: *Carruthers 

Son, 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields, £9,112. 

South Shields.—Construction of a physiotherapy 
department and children’s block at South Shields 
General Hospital, for the Reg. Hospital Brd.: 
Paya Swales, Ltd., Imeary-st., South Shields, 

18,098. 


Spennymoor.—Erection of 54 houses in Back Dur- 
ham-rd., for U.D.C.: *J. Parsons, Ltd., New Lamb- 
ton, Houghton4e-Spring. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Carrying out a privy con- 
version scheme involving 332 houses, for U.D.C.: 
*D. Craggs, Tyne-rd., Stanley, £8.632. 

Stookton-on-Tees.—Subtrades let by T.C. in con- 
nection with the erection of 79 houses by direct 
labour :—Roofing: ‘Atkinson & Sons, Bridge-st., 
Stockton; plumbing: *Watson & Coates, Grange- 
rd., Middlesbrough; glazing: *H. Dobson, West 
Row, Stockton; and electrical work: *Stewart & 
Son, Derwent-st., Norton. 

Stourport-on-Severn (Worcs).—Six shops with flats 
and maisonettes at Walshes Farm _ estate, for 
U.D.C.: *J. Herbert Smith (Kidderminster), Ltd., 
£24,911. 

Sunderland.—Erection' of civil defence et 
quarters, control and report centre, for T.C. J. 
Lewis, Boro’ E., 27, Fawcett -St., sciulned: 
*George Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, £8,463. 

Sunderland.—Work has commenced on_ the pro- 
vision of a canteen at Sunderland Royal Infirmary. 
Architects, S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, 
Sunderland: | *Gordon Bell, Ltd., "Viewforth-ter., 
Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Work has commenced on the erec- 
tion of a large oil depot and distribution centre for 
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the Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd., London, W.1. Consult. 
ing engineers, Maunsell, Posford & Pavry, Abbey 
House, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. Main contrac. 
tors: *Purdie, Lumsden & Co.. Ltd., Newcastle; 
erection of tanks: *Motherwell Bridge’ & Engineer. 
ing Co., Ltd., and *William Neill & Sons, St. Helens, 
Lancashire ; structural steelwork: *Redpath Brown 
& Co., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Tien: —Construction of repair and service 
station, Tynemouth-rd., for Esso Petroleum (Co, 
Ltd. Architects, Gray *& Partners, 52, Camden-st., 
North Shields: *B. Peel, Ltd., East Mill W orks, 
North Shields. 

Wallsend.—Erection of 36 flats at Oak-grove, for 
T.C. Boro’ E., G. N. Teasdale: *N. Willis, Walker. 
oe. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Walsatl.—Additional home for aged at The Shrub- 
— for B.C.: *W. Kendrick & Sons, Ltd., 7. ker- 
Walsall, £23,735 

*Walsalt-—ttouses for B.C. 140 at Daw End-l . 
Rushall: *F. A. & Taylor, Cromstall-rd., Blo 
wich, D196 bm: “78 at “Gipsy- la.: Ho A. McA! lab 
& Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £106,1 

West Hartlepool. —Construction of Giitiiain m at 
a Cemetery, for T.C. Sinclair, Boro’ 

: “Snowdon Bros., Belford- rd., Sunderland, 
Pii,o0 


West. merers. —Houses for T.C. A. G. Sin- 
clair, Boro’ A.: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd. (56 houses and 
20 flats) ; “E ‘M. Gibbon (14 houses); *W. Brazel 
(West Hartlepool), Ltd. (10 houses); *Wilson & 
Gammon (eight houses); *J. Peel (22 hous | 
*Taylor & Evans (20 houses and 12 flats); 
Brazell, Ltd. (28 houses); *Watt Bros. (Bulliterst 
Ltd. (38 houses, 12 flats and 28 bungalows); and 
*Spalding & Snaith (eight houses). 

Whitby.—Erection of four houses on the Mount 
site, for U.D.C.: *J. & M. E. Dickenson, Ltd, 
Whitby. 

Winiaton (Co. Durham).—Erection of X-ray de- 
partment at Norman’s Riding Hospital, for the 
Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Shield Bros., Swalwell, £5,092. 
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